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    We have made good progress on the sluices at the last two Wednesday 
building parties. (See the photos.) One more will finish the sluice and it will 
be ready for the next meeting. I will bring it to the meeting along with the old 
one, returning the old one to Dave Kords at the meeting. Ken Rowe and a 
bunch of us are having a meeting on Monday, March 5th at Ken’s house to 
plan a prospecting trip. For this trip, we are going to look for new sights for 
the federation field trip after the show.  
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FIELD TRIP CHAIR AND SPOUSE SHARE 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF FREE KOA CAMPING TIME NEAR 

HERKIMER DIAMOND MINES 
 

A free night of camping at the Herkimer Diamond Mine was all that it 
took to convince us to make a reservation. We grabbed this 

opportunity & wanted to let the other rock hounds know if they are 
looking forward to finding more of those sparkling New York jewels 
this year, the KOA is offering a free night [Sat. May 12th] if you stay 
there on Friday 5/11. The announcement that follows suggests 
contacting the Herkimer KOA site and find out about what they 
offer. Tent sites, RV sites, cabins & deluxe cottages, programs, 

etc… Sure is nice to have temperatures to look forward to when it’s 
not minus 7 degrees…    Bill & Pat Chapman 607-868-4649 

 

KOA invites you to join us at the fourth annual Come Camp & Care With 
Us Weekend, Friday, May 11 and Saturday, May 12. This year, campers 
who stay at our campground as paying guests on Friday, May 11 may be 

eligible to receive a free night of camping on Saturday, May 12. Come 
Camp & Care With Us Weekend is a great chance to get your RV or tent 
ready for the summer camping season. Or, if you've never tried camping, 
come out and give it a try. We'll also be accepting free will donations to 
benefit KOA Care Camps for children with cancer, a great charity that 

provides a safe, quality summer camping experience for children 
undergoing treatment for cancer. Make your reservation today for this 
special weekend. You can also browse the other KOA Kampgrounds 
participating in this special weekend.  Campsites and cabins for this 

event go fast, so don't wait. No other special offers may apply, although 
the KOA Value Kard discount can be applied to all other paid nights, 
including 5/11/2007 during your stay.  (koa.com/comecampwithus) 

 President Stan 



 

 

WCGM Club NEWS Page 2 of 4 

The Codger and the Goat:  History of the Saturday Night Mine 

 After returning to the Tecoma mine, Old Prospector devised an ingenious plan to use the goat as a pack 
mule to carry raw materials out of the mine. Evidently it worked well because he made quite a 
reputation for himself in Boise, Idaho. Every fifth week he traveled to Boise with bags of gold and silver 
with a rumored value of several thousand dollars each trip.   Keep in mind, in the 1870's, gold was 
approximately $18.00 to $19.00 per ounce. The Boise gold buyer paid what they called “Mint Price” - 
about $10.00 per ounce. So if he made $5,000.00 per trip at $10.00 per ounce, he and his goat mined 
about 500 ounces every four weeks! On today's gold prices, that would have been about $2,500,000 a 
year.... doing it the hard way.   During his “travel week” - the fifth week - Sonny said it would have taken 
Old Prospector three to four days by horseback to reach Boise. He'd cash in, then ride back hard to 
Tecoma and start all over. This continued for about 10 years until 1901 when Old Prospector received a 
surprise visit. The group and the wife who had abandoned him returned from California flat broke. But 
they got bigger surprise. They thought he was long dead when they'd left him in Montello's bitter cold. 
They were shocked by his notoriety and acclaim since folks only knew this mystery man as the Codger 
and the Goat on the Mountain. 

  (Read next month’s issue for more of this tale!  --- Thanks to Pat Chapman for this contribution! )    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WCGMC Member, Ken 
Rowe, organizes a 
“CRYSTAL 

COMPETITION” FOR 
March 9th Club Meeting  

Bring your best crystal or 
fossil specimen to be 
judged by a panel for 1st, 
2nd, and 3rd ribbons in four 
categories: 1. Self-
Collected NYS Mineral; 
2.Self-Collected NYS 
Fossil; 3.Self Collected 
(Swapped, Purchased) 
“Elsewhere Mineral”; 4. 
Self Collected (Swapped, 
Purchased) “Elsewhere” 
Fossils!   No item allowed 
if previously displayed in a 
judged event or museum.  
All entries must be 
labeled with the following 
information: Name of 
Mineral or Fossil, Location 
of where found, and your 
name.   Participants with 
questions may contact 
Ken Rowe at 315-331- 
1438 for more information 
before the March 9th 2007 
club meeting. 

 
 

 AMERICAN LANDS ACCESS 
ASSOCIATION (AALA) 

HELPS ROUNDHOUNDERS 

There is an organization out 
there that teaches and 
informs the public about the 
public laws related to 
rockhounding. Besides 
informing themselves of legal 
developments through 
contacting representatives 
and senators, people can 
also learn about AALA, a 
501(c)(4) organization. Its 
purpose is promoting and 
ensuring the right of the 
amateur hobby collecting, 
recreational prospecting and 
mining, and the use of public 
and private lands for 
educational and recreational 
purposes; and to carry the 
voice of all amateur 
collectors and hobbyists to 
our elected officials, 
government regulators and 
public land managers. 
Membership and info can be 
found at www.amlands.org! 

 

WCGMC “Sluice-Making” 
Attendees at one of the Feb. 
2007 dates hosted by 

President Stan Griffith 
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UPCOMING WCGM CLUB MEETINGS 
 

March 9th, 2007 at Newark’s Presbyterian Church 
WCGMC Board mtg 7pm--Regular mtg 7:30pm--Mini-miners 7pm 

“SHOW AND TELL” CONTEST 
Becky and Ron - refreshments    Jerry Donahue - door prizes. 

************ 
April 13th, 2007 at the Newark, NY Presbyterian Church 

WCGMC Board mtg 7pm--Regular mtg 7:30pm--Mini-miners  7pm 
Don Schiltz –refreshments        Bill Lesniak -door prizes. 

EEaarrtthh--WWiiddee  EEvveennttss  

TToo  TTrryy!!  

March 2007 

10-11: Clifton Gem & Mineral 
Show, NJ Mineralogical 
Society. Pope John Paul II 
Elementary School, 775 Valley 
Rd (Rt 3 at Rt 46); Clifton, NJ. 

16-17-18: ANNUAL OPEN 
HOUSE and SALE at the 
American Hobby Shop, 
Walworth, NY. March 16th 
9am-6pm 10% off, March 17th 
9am-6pm 20%off, March 18th 
11am-5pm 30% off. Free 
admission. Public is 
welcome! Minerals, fossils, 
gemstones, jewelry. Call  
(315) 986-1171 for info. 

24-25: "Philadelphia Mineral 
Treasures/Fossil Fair"; 
Philadelphia Mineralogical 
Society and Delaware Valley 
Paleontological Society; Lulu 
Temple, Karenne Snow, (609) 
953-1987   

24-25: Chambersburg, PA - 
Franklin County Rock & 
Mineral Club, Inc. 29th Annual 
Mineral and Jewelry Show. 
Call Chenin  717-372-2256, 
chenindesigns@comcast.net. 

24-25: Hellertown, PA - 37th 
Annual Gem, Mineral, and 
Jewelry Show. 610-838-6286  

24-25: Sayre, PA - Che-Hanna 
Rock & Mineral Club, Inc 
Hazel Remaley, 570-888-7544 

31- April 1st: Johnson City, NY 
– Binghamton Show at the Sr. 
Citizen’s Ctr. At 20 Brocton 
Street. Sat 9am-6pm, Sat. 
10am-4pm Call 315-986-1171  

CLUB NEWS TO dig - 
Kudos, too! 
 

1. EFMLS has announced the 
2007 Wildacres Retreats to be 
in April and September. For info 
log onto www.amfed.org.efmls 
 
2. EFMLS will be hosting a 
drawing of donated prizes for 
the October Newark, NY show. 
For tickets, contact Jane Hand,  
(601) 825-3989, 253 Wanda Dr. 
Brandon, MS 39042! 
 
3. Interested in public speaking 
about our club to community 
groups? Let’s talk! 
 
4.Stan Griffin and Ken Rowe 
inventoried club-owned 
equipment and literature 
recently. What an undertaking!  
 
5. KUDOS’ to Andrea Kords for 
all the hard work she’s doing to 
get the October 2007 Newark 
show ready for opening day. 
She’s a gem of a gal for the job. 
The Newark show will bring 
people from all over the Eastern 
seaboard to our county and will 
attract new members to our 
club. Invite everyone ya know! 
 
6. “Diamond Dan” publications 
were mentioned in the February 
EFMLS newsletter articles. 
 
7. The Flaherty Round hounds 
have decided to give the May 
Herkimer Diamond camping trip 
a try! Contact Pat Chapman if 
YOUR own Rock hound clan 
wants information about free 
May 2007 camping! 
 
8. The William Holland School 
of Lapidary Arts in Young 
Harris, Georgia is looking for 
free petrified wood samples.  

WCGMC ANNOUNCES Club’s 
EFTNA DIGS 2007! 
 
An informal committee of club members 
recently met to discuss and plan out four 
EFTNA digs for the 2007 season. Bill 
Chapman, field trip chairman, assisted by 
Jerry Donahue, Terry Wilson, Don Schiltz, 
Ken and Roxanna Rowe, and Pat Chapman, 
announced the following field trips:  

1. April 21, 2007 Brookfield site at Cole 
Road and Big Rock. 

2. May 11,12, &13
th

 Herkimer Diamond 
Mines and Margaret Hastings Claim 

3. June 9
th

 &10
th

 at Margaret Hastings 
Claims 

The fourth field trip will be the annual October 
event at Walworth, NY. The details for this 
field trip have not been determined at this 
time. Particulars will be announced in future 
newsletters. The committee, along with 
additional members, plans on meeting on 
Monday, March 5

th
, 2007 to do some 

planning on club digs. Contact any of the 
above named people for more information. 

Hill Cumorah- Tallest 

Drumlin in    North 

America 

By: Sarah Zimmerman from the 
St. Lawrence Geology Club and 
contributed to this newsletter by 

Pat Chapman 

According to Bennet And 
Glasser (1996), drumlins are 

typically smooth, oval shaped or 
elliptical hills composed of 
glacial sediment. There are 

between 5 and 50 meters high 
and 10-3000 m long. The steep, 
blunter end usually points in the 
up-ice direction. Drumlins are 

composed of a variety of 
materials including: (1) 

lodgement till, (2) bedrock, --- 
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WAYNE COUNTY GEM AND MINERAL 
CLUB, INC. 

 

MEETINGS: Held 2nd Friday night of each 
month at 7:30pm at Park Presbyterian 

Church basement, Maple Court, Newark, NY 
  

WEBSITE: americanhobbyshop.com 
 

ORGANIZED: 1973    INC.1976 
Affiliated with the AFML and EFMLS of 

Mineral Societies since 1973. 
 

OFFICERS: Elected at the October meeting, 
taking office In November for a 2-year term. 

 

FISCAL YEAR: Oct. 1st to Sept. 31st. 
 
**NEW ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP CLASSES 

AND DUES (due Oct 1st):  
$10.00 JUNIOR or STUDENT 

 (18 yrs> with no parents in the club) 
  $15.00 REGULAR or ONE SINGLE ADULT 

(Over age of 18 years old) 
  $20.00 FAMILY MEMBERSHIP 

 (Includes 2 adult votes and children) 
Send due, SASE with info to:   

WCGMC, P.O. Box 4, Newark, NY14513 
 

OBJECTIVE: TO STIMULATE INTEREST IN 
THE EARTH SCIENCES, IN COLLECTING AND 
CLASSIFICATION OF MINERALS, AND IN THE 

ART OF GEM CUTTING. 
The public is welcome!!   

WCGM CLUB 
DAVE KORDS, EDITOR 
C/O   American Hobby Shop 
P.O. Box 64 

Walworth, NY 14568 

 

  

  

stamp 

First class : dated meetings 

and time valued. 

---Continued from page 3-------- 

(3) deformed mixtures of till, sand and gravel, and (4) undeformed beds of 

sand and gravel.  Drumlins are not uniformly distributed under the glacier and 

form in distinct fields, which are sometimes called to as drumlin swarms. 

Bennet and Glasser (1996) cite Chorley (1959) who examined the shape of 

drumlins. He notes that drumlins have a shape similar to the cross section of 

hydrofoils or aircraft wings. He argues that the elongated drumlins formed 

under fast flowing ice because it is analogous to air plane wings which can 

withstand higher air speeds because of their elongated shape. He also notes 

that drumlins formed under slow moving ice should be more rounded than 

those under fast moving ice due to extended pressure. The drumlins of 

western and central New York comprise the largest group in the world. The 

New York field includes a variety of form, attitude, and relationship that 

exemplifies the diversity of this glacial feature. The Ontario drumlin field is a 

belt about 35 miles bordering the south side of Lake Ontario and extends for 

about 140 miles from Syracuse to the Niagara River (Cashman, 1986). Figure 

# is an example of the Palmyra Quadrangle which is an example of a drumlin 

field. The greatest development of the New York drumlins was in conjunction 

with the following favorable conditions: (1) character of the strata providing 

an abundance of pasty till; (2) topography of the Ontario Basin and lowland; 

(3) the movement of the glacier controlled by the land features; and (4) thrust 

movement of the ground-contact ice. We should note that the drumlin area 

of western and central New York was formed from 279-290 feet lower during 

the glacial period than it is today. This field includes over 10,000 drumlin 

crests (Cashman, 1986). 

 


