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FACEBOOK link  
 

 

 

 

 

What is Kathleen doing?   (see page 2) 
 

 

Next Club Meeting 
Friday March 9

th
, 7:00 PM 

Presbyterian Church, Maple Court, Newark, NY 
 

PROGRAM:   AUCTION  !!! 
    

WCGMC will be auctioning off a bit of its vast 
collection!  There will be four forms of auction 
varying from raffle to closed bid to called.  There 
will be regular stuff, nice stuff and very nice stuff.  
Bring your quarters, your dollars, your 
checkbooks, and your love for minerals.  Come 
prepared for fun.  Sorry we cannot work with 
credit cards at the auction. 
 

 

Two March WCGMC Workshops 
March 3

rd
 and March 24

th
  

 

Two chances in March to bring your rocks that need 
to be sawed, trimmed,  ground, or polished while 
sharing a day with your rockhound friends. 
 
When:  10:00 AM til mid-afternoon     
Where:  The Weiler’s Barn and Club Workshop 
              6676 E. Port Bay Rd, Wolcott, NY 
Rules:  Bring your own rocks to saw, grind, polish, 
            or even facet.  Training on equipment  
            is available. Eye protection is required. 
            $5/adult to offset maintenance costs. 

 

 
 

GEMFEST is just around the corner.  Mark the 
dates on your calendars and please plan to help us 
pull off another successful show.  We have even 
bigger plans this year than last and will need all 
hands on deck to pull it off. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1675855046010058/
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One of my favorite fossils I started finding back when 
I was eight years old was the water-washed 
cephalopods that occur on the shores of Lake 
Ontario between Hamlin Beach State Park and  El 
Dorado Preserve below Henderson Harbor.  The 
parks and beaches between these points were 
visited many times when my family vacationed 
during the summer months.  Our best picnicking 
spots in the mid 1950’s  were  Hamlin and Fairhaven 
beach parks.   It was Fairhaven where I found my 
first nautiloid, most likely a Silurian Orthoceras.  
  
I consulted my little Golden Nature Guide of 
illustrated fossils and learned that these cephalopods 
occurred worldwide.  They had straight or curved 
shells with chambers in them.  Their lengths could 
range from 4 inches to over 10 feet and they were 
quite the predators of their time!  Out of the ends of 
their coiled or straight shells protruded the squid-like 
soft parts of the body, including eyes and tentacles.   
 

 
My rendition of a modern straight backed cephalopod 
presented as an “appetizer” at our club’s 2015 
Christmas party.  
 

Cephalopods were plentiful and once roamed the 
ancient shallow seas of our area.  The ones found 
along lake Ontario probably were from rocks moved 
to the south shore by the glaciers,  the deposit 
origins most likely being from the Ordovician  and  
Silurian Periods. 
  

Today I still groom the shores of Lake Ontario for the 
sand-polished limestone rocks containing 
cephalopods.  Such excursions are possible during 
all four seasons.  Hiking the beaches, wading and 
kayaking along the shore is something I enjoy the 

most and I try to do this not only for the fossils but 
also the  beautiful shapes and varieties of polished 
minerals. The glacial till deposited along Lake 
Ontario’s southern shores yields rocks containing 
quartz, feldspar, calcite stripes, gneiss with garnet 
“spots” and granites with concentric rings. 
 

These water-washed mineral combos are great for 
garden rocks and almost all of these “eye catchers” 
can be shaped into spheres!   Seeing polished 
spheres at the WCGMC shop will inspire any 
beachcomber to join our club, go find a dazzling, 
appropriately-sized stone with a good color 
combination, and then make one of their own, and 
then another, and another.  It can be additive. 
 

The magic of beachcombing is that no matter what 
season the lake is always changing, producing  
different treasures by the wave action, storms, lake 
levels, ice movement, and edge currents, all of which 
provide a new array of stones every day!  The best 
time is when the lake is dead calm and you can see 
10 feet out.  On a good day, whether kayaking close 
to shore or wading during a winter thaw in insulated 
high boots, I am always able to spot a cephalopod 
every 70 to 100 feet of shoreline.  
 

My current collection consists of 180 yard specimens 
and 20 “in house” beauties.  Here are some from the 
in house collection. 
 

(continued on next page, see Cephalopods) 
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The best beaches for collecting so far are:  
shorelines west of Ginna (access by kayak),  
east and west of Bear creek, town of 
Ontario,  Maxwell Creek barrier bar, 
Chimney Bluffs, Port Bay on either side of 
the outlet, Scotts Bluff (Red Creek outlet), 
Black Creek Beach and Fair Haven Park 
(east of the bluff).  My favorite method for 
collecting is kayaking through the marshes 
and accessing the barrier bars where the 
stones are plentiful. 
 

If it is calm, I glide along the shore just a few 
feet from the shore line.  The brilliant white 
fossil cephalopods can be spotted quickly in 
the still waters.  You can scoop up the 
stones with your hand or a shortened hoe.  
The dull thud of the many stones on the 
floor of the boat becomes ballast!  You then 
take a break for a picnic and a swim.. By the 
end of the day the drawback is paddling 
back to the launch with an over-laden 
kayak!  It is there that you must decide to 
separate the cephalopod and pretty mineral 
“keepers” from the leaverites ! 
 

Don’t let winter interfere.  Collecting 
cephalopods and interesting stones along 
the shoreline of Lake Ontario is truly a 
hobby for all seasons 
 

 
Winter:  The kayak must be put away during the 
winter months, but the collecting need not stop.  
One may need an ice pick to reach the stones, 
but they are still quite accessible.  I took this 
picture a year ago in February along the West 
Port Bay land strip.  Many nice stones could be 
spotted through the ice windows and then 
retrieved. 
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On occasion, cleaning out that old box 
of leftover and generally forgotten 
minerals from a past trip can provide an 
unexpected reward.  Last month I 
uncovered a box of rather ordinary 
wavellite specimens from the club visit 
to Mount Pleasant Mills, PA in April of 
2016.  Among the cruddy and generally 
less than desirable wavellite discards I 
found a fossil gastropod that I had 
remembered collecting, but had pretty 
much forgotten.  It was time to clean it 
up and do a little research.  After all, 
that is what the winter months are for in 
western New York. 
 

My gastropod collected from the 
sandstone unit atop National Limestone 
Corporation’s Quarry in Mount Pleasant 
Mills, PA. 
 

First, I wanted to know the geologic age 
of the sandstone unit that forms the 
ridge immediately south of the Mount 
Pleasant Mills limestone quarry.  As it 
turned out, this effort proved to be as 
interesting and rewarding as the 
rediscovery of the gastropod that had 
been  buried in the boxes in the garage.  
This is because I discovered the 
Macrostrat.org webpage.  The folks at 
this site have meticulously compiled 
and carefully formatted geologic maps 
from the United States Geological 
Survey (USGS) as well as maps from 
state and academic sources.  The 
webpage is easily searched by location 

to display the most detailed geology available.   
 

But the mapping software/website has much more utility than 
just surface geology.  Regional cartographic information and 
satellite imagery can be overlain on the maps.   And when one 
is satisfied that the location of interest has been found, a quick 
point and click brings up full information on the geologic unit at 
that location.   
  

The Mount Pleasant Mills Quarry is easily evident on the 
satellite image behind the colors of the geologic map.  
Topography can be shown below the map in a cross section 
based on a user drawn transect.   I have summarized the 
geological unit information onto this map view, but a fully 
referenced summary is also available via a pop-up window.  
 

 
Mount Pleasant Mills area geology modified from Macrostrat.org 
presentation of geology, satellite imagery and topography. 
 

The silty sandstones forming the ridge above the quarry are 
mapped as uppermost Keyser Formation in the macrostrat 
compilation, but given that the units are siliceous 
siltstones/sandstones it seems more likely that they are part of 
the overlying Early Devonian Old Port Formation.  Both the 
Shriver and Ridgeley members of the Old Port Fm. contain 
siliceous units (Harper, 1999) and the formation boundary is 
mapped within meters of the location.  For those of you who 
have been to the site, you can see the trace of the dirt road that 
runs along the ridgeline (just north and parallel to the mapped 
contact between the geologic units).              
                                                                   (cont. next page) 

https://macrostrat.org/
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Upper Silurian limestone is being quarried at Mount 
Pleasant Mills.  This picture was taken looking southwest 
as shown by the blue arrow on the map on the preceding 
page.  Sedimentary units are dipping significantly to the 
south.  Rocks atop the ridge to the south (left) where the 
wavellite is found are younger.  The calcite and 
stronthianite for which the location is known is found in the 
walls and spoil piles within the quarry.  

 
Now I knew generally where to start to research my 
gastropod, namely in the Early Devonian and in the 
Old Port Formation.  It did not take long to hone onto 
the likely Genus of gastropod.  It seems that the most 
common three-whorled, large-aperture gastropod of 
the Early Devonian throughout the region is 
Platystoma sp.  We have them in New York State in 
the correlative Helderberg Group.  They are found in 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana and elsewhere. I can 
now label my specimen with confidence and move it 
from the junk box in the garage to the Pennsylvania 
fossil drawer in the basement, a fine accomplishment 
for a winter day in January. 

 

 
Platyceras ventricosa, renditions of the Early Devonian 
gastropod from Linsley (1994) on the left and Wilson 
(2014) on the right.   Both are based on the original 
description and figures of Hall (1861).  

 
 

  
References: 
Hall, J., 1961, Natural History of New York, Part VI, 
Paleontology, Geological. Survey of the State of New 
York, 120 plates.  
 
Harper,  J.A., 1999, Chapter 7: Devonian, in The Geology 
of Pennsylvania, Pennsylvania Geology Survey Special 
Publication 1, 888 p. 
 
Linsley, D. M., 1994, Devonian Paleontology of New York, 
Special Publication #21, Paleontological Research 
Institution, Ithaca, NY, 472 p. 
 
Macrostrat.org website – Geologic maps online 
 
Wilson, K. A., 2014, Field Guide to the Devonian Fossils of 
New York, Paleontological Research Institute, 260 p. 

 

 

Yes, we do collect wavellite there also.  For you mineral 
lovers, here are two wavellite specimens I collected on that 
same trip.  These pieces did not spend any time in the 
dark corner of my garage! 
 

https://macrostrat.org/
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Winter WCGMC Fun 
 

The meeting room was 
crowded for our February 
meeting as 49 members 
showed up to build their own 
egg crate mineral collections 
from the club’s inventory of 
small stones, mineral 
specimens and fossils.   
There were over 50 options 
to chose from when the first 
selections were made.  
 

 
 

We started by letting 
everyone pick out two 
specimens, and then 
collected results of what 
everyone had selected.  A 
wide variety of selections 
were made by those top two 
choices.  In fact, twenty-four 
of the offerings were selected 
among those initial 98 picks.  
The top selection taken 
during the first round was 
thumbnail specimens of 

hemimorphite from the 79 Mine in 
Arizona, 14 members selected one of 
those in their initial two picks.  
Dioptase from Tsumeb (also small 
thumbnails but with brilliant color) was 
a close second with 12 taken. 
 

 
 

We continued with three selections at 
a time until all the egg crates were full.  
Not everyone was able to get each 
mineral as we only had 20 or so of 
many of them.  The hemimorphite ran 
out first, soon followed by azurite 
nodules from Utah , ocean jasper, and 
Peruvian blue agate.  Silicified crinoids 
from Tennessee and Vinlandostrophia 
brachiopods from Indiana (both 
donated by members who had 
collected them in 2017) were the more 
popular fossils taken, but it was clear 
that our club prefers minerals and 
stones receptive to lapidary work. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Labels were provided to everyone 
and the exercise included using 
glue stick to apply the labels to the 
inside lids of the egg crates.  
When all were done, everyone 
had a collection of their choice 
much as the youngsters do when 
they visit us at our outreach 
events at libraries, fairs, farmer’s 
markets, scouts, or anywhere else 
we are invited.  WCGMC likes to 
share its riches with others!  
 

 
Here is what Beth Webster ended 
up taking home as her souvenir of 
the evening.   

 

====================================================================================
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Wayne County Gem and Mineral Club 2018 Field Trips   last update Feb. 20 
 

Our spring and early summer trip schedule is beginning to firm up.  For the longer overnight trips we ask that 
you get yourself onto the list of possible attendees with the listed leader as soon as possible.  Once we know 
the level of interest, logistics can be better worked.  There will also be several local day trips sprinkled into the 
schedule as the seasons progress.  We’ll also be seeking input at upcoming meetings.  This is basically just a 
list with little detail.   We’ll put the trips together in the next month or two.  Contact Fred Haynes or Linda 
Schmidtgall if you have any questions.  Check this page each month and the webpage; WCGMC field trip 
planning is flexible!. 
 

April 1 (Sunday)  -  Opening Day at Ace of Diamonds for Herkimers – Easter Sunday, opens at 9 AM 

April 14-15 (Sat-Sun) – Franklin, NJ trip with UV Nomads Club  info-Linda Schmidtgall    (NOT the SuperDig) 

April 27-29 (Fri-Sun) – Fossil collecting around Cincinnati (BGS trip, contact Fred Haynes for info) 

May 4-6 (central Pennsylvania, Mt. Pleasant Mills, etc.)  (Leader – Bill Chapman)   --  it is possible some of us 
                                                          may go down early and spend a day or two in Virginia or Maryland 

May ??  - Penfield Quarry Open House date is not yet set 

May 18-20   Herkimer collecting opportunities with Niagara Peninsula Geol. Club (contact Fred Haynes) 

May 25-28 (Memorial Day weekend) – collecting Herkimers, Hickory Hills should be open 

June 1-3 GEMFEST in Canandaigua 

June 15-17 or June 22-24 - Massachusetts, pending permission release at multiple sites (info-Fred Haynes) 

July 14-22 (Ontario, Bancroft and Temagami, 3-4 days at each location (info- Fred Haynes) 

August 11 – Saturday (WCGMC PICNIC, MARK THIS DATE) 

August – perhaps a 4-5 day trip to Maine 

August 31-Sept 3 (Labor Day) – 3 day plus trip to Kentucky with CVGMC of NC   

September – Adirondack weekend mid-month 

We will work to line up day trips with the Rochester Academy of Science Fossil Group as we have in past 
years and we’ll likely get to Ilion, Bethany Center, Ridgemount, Lake Ontario shoreline, and other familiar local 
sites all through the field season.  But, if all that is not enough for you, tell us what you would like to do and/or 
offer to lead an additional trip.   
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

  More show details at the BGS webpage  
 

 

http://www.chehannarocks.com/show.html 
 

http://bgsny.org/2018-buffalo-geological-society-show-at-hamburg-fairgrounds-march-24-and-25-2018/
http://www.chehannarocks.com/show.html
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Wayne County Gem & Mineral Contacts 
 
ELECTED OFFICERS 
 

Glenn Weiler – President gwexterior@gmail.com  
                                                 315-594-8478 
Jerry Donahue – VP  Chester145322@yahoo.com      
                                                585-548-3200 
Eva Jane Weiler – Secretary gwexterior@gmail.com   
                                                315-594-8478 
Bill Lesniak – Treasurer/Webmaster   
                   Dirtman300@aol.com 315-483-8061 
 
Board of  Directors 
Ken Rowe gotrox88@twc.com       315-331-1438 
Linda Schmidtgall   lees@tds.net       315-365-2448 
Gary Thomas   gfthomas956@gmail.com  585-489-2162 

Fred Haynes fredmhaynes55@gmail.com 585-203-1733 
 
Visit us on Facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1675855046010058/   
 
 

 
APPOINTED POSITIONS 
 

Bill Chapman – Field Trip Chair  
         batnpill@empacc.net                 607-868-4649 
Fred Haynes – Newsletter Editor 
     fredmhaynes55@gmail.com              585-203-1733 
Bill Lesniak – Website Coordinator  
Glenn Weiler – Workshop Coordinator 
Linda Schmidtgall – Collection Curator 
Eric Elias:  GEMFEST Show Chair    
     thecrystalnetwork@hotmail.com  
Fred Haynes – Facebook Administrator 
 

Club meets 2
nd

 Friday of each month starting in Sept. 
Social meeting at 6:30 PM.    
Regular meeting at 7:00 PM 
Park Presbyterian Church, Maple Court, Newark, NY  

Website – http://www.wcgmc.org/ 
 

Dues are only $15 individual or $20 family for a full season 
of fun.  Renewal is in October.    Send to: 
          WCGMC, P. O. Box 4, Newark, NY 14513 
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