
           
 

What a setting for a club meeting (June 5
th

 in 

Wolcott, NY) 
 

 
http://www.wcgmc.org 

FACEBOOK link  
 

  
For more pictures from 
June meeting and field 

trip, see page 7 

 

 
Don Lapham found this 

botryoidal hematite on our 

club trip to the Sterling Mine 

in Antwerp on June 26
th
.  

 

Annual WCGMC Picnic 
August 28th , 10:00 AM 

The Weilerôs Barn /Club Workshop 
6676 E. Port Bay Rd, Wolcott, NY 

 

It is still almost 2 months away, but one of our 
highlight annual events (our summer picnic) is 
fast approaching.  We missed this event last 
year, so we sure hope to see everyone this 
year. 
 

More details will follow in the August 
newsletter, but we do ask that you confirm 
with us that you are attending and that you 
tell us the number in your party.  This is to 
help us acquire an appropriate amount of 
meat (chicken) and drinks.  You can do so 
now if you know you are attending by sending 
a note to fredmhaynes55@gmail.com.  You 
can expect a reminder of the need to register 
in the August newsletter.  
 

This year we plan to hold our annual set of 
auctions at the picnic.  We usually do this in 
February, but needless to say that did not 
happen this year.  We have acquired some 
great specimens, some good pieces, and 
some ordinary stuff since our last auction that 
will be divided into various formatted auctions 
including a silent auction and a called auction.  

NEW WCGMC OFFICERS ARE NEEDED 
 
It is election time for us this fall.  Although we 
do have some folks returning to positions and 
some new folks expressing interest to help us 
recover our momentum from the pandemic, there 
are positions lacking nominations at this time.  Of 
course, all positions are open for nomination, but 
we can report that as of the end of June, no one 
has expressed interest in running for the secretary 
or Vice-President positions.  We do have three 
accepted nominations for the Board of Directors 
positions, but given the lack of an election last 
year, all four board positions are open.  We 
normally stagger the board spots, two per year. 
 
Linda Schmidtgall, who will become the Past 
President, and Theresa Ferris are serving as the 
nominating committee.  Contact either of them if 
you think you would like to help lead the club over 
the next two years.  The current plan is to close 
nominations at our September 10th meeting, 
announce the slate at that time, and hold an 
election at our October meeting.  
 
We have not yet cleared permissions to return to 
the First Presbyterian Church in Newark for 
meetings, but will be seeking permission to do so 
soon. 

http://www.wcgmc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1675855046010058/
mailto:fredmhaynes55@gmail.com
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It was great to get together again outside the 
workshop earlier this month.  There should be some 
pictures somewhere in this newsletter.  I saw Fred 
running about with his iPhone. It was great to see 
some faces that I donôt think I have seen in a year or 
more.  I heard lots of laughter, soaked up lots of sun, 
and watched a lot of rocks change hands.   
 
As I write this I am looking forward to our first 
overnight field trip in over a year.  As you read this, 
the trip will be history.  I hope it goes/went well.  We 
have almost 50 people registered to go.  Perhaps 
Fred can add an update noting how many did go 
before he sends out this newsletter.   
 

                                  Linda   
 

BEST OF 2020 
 

June is pretty late to be awarding best finds and 
acquisitions of last year, but since we could not 
earlier in the year that did not stop lots of folks from 
showing off their prized possessions.  We had 
almost 40 entries in the seven categories.  Winners 
took home WCGMC T-shirts as prizes. 
 

 
Best of 2020:  Your editor did not do well taking a picture 
of the winning entries, well except, perhaps, for category 
F!  You will have to trust me that the other specimens are 
also worthy of their awards.   

And the 2020 winners are: 
A. BEST MINERAL FIND IN NEW YORK :  
Black tourmaline from Powers Farm, Pierrepont, NY 
( Don Lapham) 
 

B.  BEST FIND OUTSIDE NEW YORK:  
fossilized palmwood (Louisiana) displayed atop slab 
of modern ironwood (Kathleen Cappon).    
 

C. BEST FOSSIL COLLECTED :  Crinoid 
Poteriocrinites multicosta (Gary Thomas) (see below) 
 

D. MOST INTERESTING SAND:             
almandine garnets collected in Tolland , CT 
(thousands of them! (Linda Schmidtgall)   
 

E. BEST LAPIDARY COLLECTION :  
Calcite/Willemite/Frankinite sphere collected and cut 
into a sphere by Bob Linderbery   
 

F. UGLIEST ROCK AWARD :  Calcified Moss 
from Ilion, NY (Linda Schmidtgall)  
 

G. FAVORITE ACQUISITION  Stibnite on 
pyrite, also involves repair  (Linda Schmidtgall) 

 

 
Gary Thomas collected this yearôs award-
winning crinoids at Hopewell Village and Stephen 
Mayer expertly prepped it to display the calyx and 
arms.  It is from the Middle Devonian Deep Run member 
of the Ludlowville Formation and has been identified 
as Poteriocrinites multicosta by George McIntosh from the 
Rochester Museum and Science Center.  This is truly a 
wonderful specimen and a great example of teamwork in 
bringing out the best in the 385 million-year-old fossilized 
echinoderm.  
                                          Photo by Stephen Mayer 
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After three months of reading about igneous and 
metamorphic rocks, it is about time we ñreadò a 
sedimentary rock.  And this time we have a guest 
author as well.  Jim Hird visited us three years ago 
and talked to us about Michigan Copper.  He was 
also with us on our field trip to the Upper Peninsula 
of Michigan in 2019.  This month he tells us about 
another rock found in the Upper Peninsula of 
Michigan, but one that did not originate there.  
 

Chapter 4: The search for Omar 
By Jim Hird (WVyooper) 
Member Kanawatha Rock and Gem Club 
Charleston, West Virginia 
 

Who is Omar and just how and where do I find him? 
That was my question when I read one of the latest 
postings from Pasty.Com.  I make a habit of 
checking this site daily for their posts about all things 
in the Upper Peninsula (UP) of Michigan. For those 
that know me, you know that I am a Yooper at heart 
even though I am now a West Virginia Yooper.  Well, 
today I found a post about ñOmarò or more correctly 
about ñOmarollukò.  My curiosity was piqued and 
here is what I learned. 
 

  
Omars (omarolluks) from the Lake Superior shoreline. 
                          Photo by Beth Jukuri, from Pasty.Com 
 

It turns out I have seen Omar before on my beach 
walks in the UP and had never really thought much 
about who he was. I am sure that I have him in my 
collection of weird beach rocks somewhere but for 

the sake of not having to tear the house down to find 
him I will just use two pictures from the Pasty post 
with my thanks for saving me a whole lot of 
searching.   
 
In fact I am sure that you have seen him around at 
some point in your travels along streambeds and 
gravel piles even in West Virginia and Ohio. We are 
after all in an area that was visited by the glaciers 
that pushed south from Canada into the US and left 
behind bunches of rounded rocks when they left. 
 
Now, for a more scientific explanation of Omar: 
omarolluk or as he is more commonly referred to as 
Omar comes from only one place on earth.  Omar 
comes to us from the Omarolluk Formation on the 
Belcher Islands in the southeast part of Hudson Bay, 
Canada. He was carried by the glaciers for more 
than 700 miles to be spread across central Canada 
and northern US. 
 

 
  Photo by Beth Jukuri, from Pasty.Com 
 
An Ontario Geological Survey noted, ñIt may not be 
the prettiest of rocks. But this gray rock (wacke) with 
brownish circles (calcareous concretions) has 
traveled a long wayò.  These odd looking rocks seem 
to be a favorite of rockhounds because of the 
unusual holes and appearance. They even have a 
Facebook page ñOmar Omarolluk Collectorsò. Who 
knew?  There are rocks with their own FB page! 

https://www.pasty.com/cam/index.html
https://www.pasty.com/cam/index.html
https://www.pasty.com/cam/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1832875466995287/
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Omars are dark siliceous ñgreywacke sandstoneò.  
They are easily identified because of their distinctive 
round holes.  The holes are left when softer, 
calcareous (containing calcite) concretions are 
eroded out by water or other weathering action.  
 
I suppose I should pause a moment to define 
Greywacke or Graywacke, either spelling is correct.  
According to Wikipedia, the term comes from the 
(German grauwacke, signifying a grey, earthy rock), 
a variety of sandstone generally characterized by its 
hardness, dark color, and poorly sorted angular 
grains of quartz, feldspar, and small rock fragments 
or lithic fragments.  This is all set in a compact, clay-
fine matrix.  It is a texturally immature sedimentary 
rock generally found in Paleozoic strata. The larger 
grains can be sand to gravel-sized, and matrix 
materials generally constitute more than 15% of the 
rock by volume. 
 
Right?  Well, what does all this science stuff mean? 
In more general terms the pieces of rock grains are 
broken, not worn or rounded by weathering means, 
and mixed with finer grained clays and silts. All this 
was done a very long time ago as far back as the 
Cambrian Period some 485 to 540 million years ago. 
Greywacke is found worldwide but Omar is only from 
Canada. 
 
Omarôs formation was a big mystery till something 
called ñturbidity currentsò and ñturbiditiesò were better 
understood by geologists. Most normal sedimentary 
rocks are laid down according to the laws of gravity 
and the fine materials are not normally mixed with 
the larger particles. So sandstone is mostly sand, 
shale is made from fine mud like particles, and 
conglomerates are formed from gravel-like particles. 
Our friend Omar is the exception and like I said he 
was a mystery. 
  
Geologists now attribute his formation to submarine 
avalanches or strong ocean currents. These actions 
churn sediment and cause mixed-sediment slurries, 
in which the resulting deposits may exhibit a variety 
of sedimentary features. This theory is supported by 
the fact that deposits of Greywacke are found to 
have formed on the edges of the continental shelves, 
at the bottoms of oceanic trenches, and the bases of 
mountain formation areas. They also occur in 
association with black shales of deep sea origin. 
 
Now that we know who Omar is and what he is made 
of letôs address the question of how he got his name. 
Omar was first reported by Robert Bell of the 
Geological Survey of Canada back in the 1800s. In 

1879, he wrote about the abundance of dark grey 
quartzite (greywacke) in the country between James 
Bay and Lake Superior and Huron. ñWell-rounded 
fragments of this rockécharacterized by round 
spots, from the size of a pea to that of a cricket ball 
or larger, of a lighter colour than the rest of the rock, 
which weather out into pits of the same form,ò wrote 
Bell. Omar is a valuable tool for scientists, because 
they know where he came from and can use his 
travels to document the movements of glaciers. 
 

Omarôs name is generally attributed to the Inuit 
hunter-guide and companion ñOmarollukò of R. J. 
Flaherty, a famous film maker of documentaries in 
1922, as he did geological surveys of the Belcher 
Islands. For a more complicated explanation of the 
name and how it may have originally been 
pronounced check out the ñEtymologyò of his name 
in the Inuit language on Wikipedia under Omarolluk. 
 

 
just a few more Omars to look at. 
 

So if you are wandering around your local gravel pit 
or lake shore in the central northern part of the US or 
in southern Canada and you come upon this grey 
rock with odd round holes in it, say ñHELLOò to Omar 
and invite him to your home to join your rock 
collection.   
 

Editorôs Note:  It is not likely that we will find omars 
on Lake Ontario in Wayne County.  The glaciers did 
not advance in this direction from Hudson Bay, but 
one never knows.  And for anyone who does travel 
west to visit the wonderful shorelines of Lake 
Superior, here is yet another rock to keep a look out 
for.  Thank you, Jim for enlightening us once again. 
 

References: 
 

https://www.pasty.com/cam/index.html 
 

The ñOmar Omarolluk Collectorsò Facebook Page, 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1832875466995287/ 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greywacke   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greywacke
https://www.pasty.com/cam/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1832875466995287/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greywacke
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by Fred Haynes 
I visited the eastern Adirondack Iron Mining District 
in Essex County on a New York State Geological 
Association field trip in September, 2015.  We visited 
the Cheever Mine in Port Henry and also the Barton 
Hill Mines in Mineville, NY.  The focus of that trip was 
geology and a discussion of the origin of the complex 
ores.   
 

The magnetite-apatite rich rocks that were mined 
generally appear as dikes and sills which cut a 
variety of Precambrian igneous rocks.  Although it is 
generally thought that the magnetite-apatite rich 
rocks have a magmatic origin, there was lively 
discussion as not everyone accepts that premise.  
The entire region underwent very high 
temperature/high pressure metamorphism that 
modified the rocks and perhaps even their 
mineralogy, which greatly masks their original form. 
In fact, Lupulescu et. al., 2015 included a quote from 
Alling (1925) in the field trip guidebook.  When 
discussing these ores Alling wrote that those wanting 
to understand ñthe genesis of these deposits may 
reach the conclusion that there is hopeless 
disagreement among those who have studied themò.  
Lupulescu et. al. concluded that this ñis still as valid 
today as it once wasò. 
 

 
Specimens of magnetite ore from Barton Hill Mine 
(left) and Cheever Mine (right):  the greenish mineral 
with the magnetite is augite (pyroxene).  Each specimen is 
about 2ò long. 
 

But there were rocks to collect and I did come home 
with a few nice specimens of ore from each site we 
visited.  Crystals were small, but the magnetite is 
lustrous and the pieces are certainly worthy of a 
place in my ore collection.  We also stopped at the 

Ironville location Jason discusses below and I picked 
up a few nice pieces of blue slag from an old pile just 
off the forest road.  Iôm not sure this is true, but 
someone on the trip suggested that the blue color of 
the slag may be due to the high level of phosphorous 
(P), present in apatite in the ores.   
 

by Jason Dobbs 
I visited the Crown Point area on a trip in 2019 after 
learning of the location from Beardôs 2014 book 
(Rockhounding New York).  It is site #41 in his book.  
Iron mining there dates back to the mid 19th century 
when the Crown Point Iron Company established the 
town of Hammondville (now a ghost town) and 
operated significant mines and mills for the rest of 
the 19th century.  
 

For those interested in New York Mining or Railroad 
History, I recommend visiting this webpage and the 
embedded links.  There is a mountain of information 
there on an important part of New York history.  It is 
hard to believe that all of this is now totally reclaimed 
and gone, returned to the forest that it once was.   
 

The slag pile Beard describes is right on the side of 
the forest road and finding a few nice pieces of blue slag 
was certainly not difficult, and it did not it involve 
trespassing into the privately owned woods.  
 

 
 A bit of blue slag from Ironville. 
 

(continued on next page) 

https://www.vizettes.com/kt/rr/cpicrr/
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After mentioning the material with some pictures on 
Facebook, I was contacted by James Bowden, a 
lapidary artist from California.  He offered that if I 
sent him a small box of the blue slag he would send 
me back a few pieces fully polished.  I mailed him 
some and he did exactly that, sending me 4 
wonderful face polished pieces that clearly display 
the layered blue texture of the unusual slag.   
 

  
James Bowden returned these four pieces of slag to 
me.  Each is expertly face polished to show off the color 
and layering of the 19

th
 century iron slag.    Sometimes 

one manôs waste (slag) can be another manôs treasure.   
 

====================================== 
We both note that while the dirt roads through the 
Hammondville and Ironville region are public, the 
land is apparently owned (or leased?) by a local 
hunterôs association and is clearly posted ñNo 
Trespassingò.  There are overgrown open shafts 
hidden in the forest, some of which extend 
thousands of feet along the dikes or sills the 19th 
century miners were following.  It is said there are 
also 14 miles of tunnels, some quite near the 
surface, that are periodically collapsing. 
   
References: 
Alling, H.L., 1925, Genesis of the Adirondack magnetites, 
Economic Geology, V. 20, p. 335-363. 
 

Beard, R., 2014, Rockhounding New York, a Falcon 
Guide, site #41, p. 124-126. 
 

Lupulescu, M., et. al., 2015, The Magnetite-Fluorapatite 
Ores from the Eastern Adirondacks, New York: Cheever 
Mine, in NYSGA Field Trip Guidebook, pgs. 226-238. 
 

Railroad History Explorations Webpage, Crown Point Iron 
Company Railroad, Hammondville, New York, 
https://www.vizettes.com/kt/rr/cpicrr/ 

 

Splendid Sands Calendar 
July 2021 
 

Kuujjuaraapik, First Nations Reserve, 
Quebec, CANADA 
 

 
Photo by Leo Kenney 
 

by Leo Kenney, Kate Clover & Carol Hopper Brill 

 
On the southeastern shore of Hudson Bay, a small 
town called Kuujjuaraapik by the Inuk and 
Whapmagoostui by the Cree is the only community 
in Canada where the Cree and Inuk live peacefully 
together.  In English, the town is called Great Whale 
River.  Europeans arrived in the mid 1700ôs and 
established a fur trading post and later a whale 
processing center. 
 
The regional climate is subarctic and is influenced by 
proximity to Hudson Bay.  Recent warmer 
temperatures have resulted in loss of sea ice and 
degradation of permafrost impacting both vegetation 
and wildlife. 
 
The golden-colored sand is derived from 
Precambrian rocks of the Canadian Shield, North 
Americaôs ancient continental core.  Rocks are 
coarse-grained, highly metamorphosed granite.  The 
sand includes grains of irregular-shaped clear 
quartz, golden to pinkish and clear feldspar, and dark 
basalt.  Quartz grains are present, some together 
with biotite mica.  
 

  

https://www.vizettes.com/kt/rr/cpicrr/
https://www.splendidsands.com/2021calendar
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Wayne County Gem and Mineral Club 2021 Schedule     last update June 28  
 

Fresh off our Adirondack trip this past weekend, we look ahead to a trip to Maine in July and a Fall Picnic in 
August.   
 

July 15th-18th:  James Keeler is working the final details for four consecutive days of field collecting in 
southern Maine.  Mostly we will hunt pegmatites for tourmaline, garnets, apatite, quartz, and other treasures.  
Two of the sites he has confirmed are fee sites we visited in 2019 and thoroughly enjoyed.  Jim has several 
other good options in mind for the other two days and will piece those plans together in the next week.  Ten of 
us are currently signed up and James is using that list to best work the logistics of lodging, etc.  If anyone else 
is interested, James needs to know now   Please send an email to jamesrocks@jkeeler.com if you'd like to 
sign-up or learn more about the trip. 
 

August 28th:  Picnic time in Wolcott.  Mark this date on your calendar.  You will not want to miss it.  We plan 
multiple events including an auction and, of course, rock give-always as always. 
 

Bulk Rock Sale and Ontario:  We hope to have a bulk rock sale from the club collection sometime this fall, 
perhaps in September.  No date yet, because we are also watching the rules for visiting Ontario.  If the border 
opens we hope to plan a trip there in September which might influence or dictate the timing of the rock sale. 
 
==================================================================================== 
 

Club Meeting, June 5th in Wolcott 
 

 
Dave Millis brought some minerals to show and share.  

 

 

Rocks and minerals re changing hands.  

 

Adirondack Field Trip, 4 sites in 2 days 
 

Over 40 collectors joined in the fun at multiple sites on 
June 26

th
 and 27

th
.  We invited the St. Lawrence County 

Club and a number of them joined us also.  There will be 
more on these sites and the minerals in the August 
newsletter, but here are a couple of collecting scenes. 
 

 
Brody and Glenn dig at the Sterling Mine in Antwerp.  
It was early yet, so neither had turned red yet! 
 

 
Digging for muscovite in pegmatite dump pile at 
Benson Mines in Star Lake.  Molybdenite, sillimanite, 
and of course magnetite, were also found. 


