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The EFMLS website can be found at www.EFMLS.org. 

 

Deadline is the 15th of each month prior to publication date (i.e., March 15 for April issue).  If you cannot meet the deadline, 

please contact the editor.  Issues are normally not published during July nor August.  Non-commercial reprint 

permission is granted unless otherwise reserved.   EFMLS News is the official newsletter of the Eastern Federation of 

Mineralogical and Lapidary Societies, Inc. 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

I would like to wish everyone season’s greetings as we look forward to the Christmas/Hanukkah season and the 
end of 2022. 2022 has surely been a wild and crazy ride, but the EFMLS ship is now back on course with sails 
unfurled and fair winds at our backs for the coming year. Despite the Holidays, its year end and we at the EFMLS 
and our member organizations have a lot of work to do at years end and early January. 

It’s time to update your club profiles and pay dues and insurance if you participate in the EFMLS group 

insurance!! Please see the announcement on dues and insurance also reprinted as essential and germane. 

Steve Hart of Madhouse Graphics (our paid professional website management team) has sent out a personalized 
email with instructions on the website club profile login process to every single current member club. Only 25 or 
so clubs have already activated their logins and passwords and updated their information. Some found out they 
were not current members (oops!), but we got them squared away. As noted elsewhere, send your request to the 
EFMLS webmaster email for more information and assistance.  

Every club must login and update their info before ASAP. Don’t wait till the last minute and if you have had 
an election since we compiled your club’s information from your 2022 dues and insurance form submittals, you 
will have to log in and change your profile information. If you have a show next year, send us the info and flyer 
and we’ll get it up on the site now. Clubs that had previously dropped their membership but wish to renew for 
2023 can send their request for a login and password and put their information in now, and all the website benefits 
will go live when they pay their dues. A separate reminder will go out to the club Presidents and Treasurers 
regarding dues renewal. The website will automatically calculate the dues when you put in your adult member 
head count. It’s $1.75 per adult as usual.  The insurance rate remained the same [$3.4958/individual], even 
though the basis rose from 6,000 to 6,500 individuals.  PS:  If you are technologically challenged, Steve can walk 
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you through the process, but we highly recommend you designate someone within your organization to keep your 

club profile updated.  This is not only for our benefit to streamline the process and get information to you, but 

yours as well.  Make sure you get the newsletter and other communications from us, but its also your advertising 

platform.  Make it work for you! 

I would like to stress that, with the new website most of the exhausting manual labor functions of old are now 
integrated into the website and require your participation (far less arduous than in the past) and your engagement 
with your profile on the website. YOUR PROFILE ON THE WEBSITE ALREADY EXISTS! If your information is 
wrong, no one is going to call you up and chase you down for information. It is each club’s responsibility to 
maintain complete and correct profile information. If you think you are not receiving the newsletter or other 
important information, contact me or email the webmaster. These profiles are where mailing list are generated, 
dues and insurance premiums are calculated, your map location pin is located, your directory information is 
located, etc. It’s already set up you just have to login and update your information as anything changes and 
complete all fields!  If you don’t have a club newsletter or newsletter editor position, please complete the editor 
field with someone who will receive and distribute the EFMLS newsletter. If your President or other officer does 
not have a computer, assign someone to receive electronic communications on his/her behalf. If someone holds 
multiple positions, that’s OK, still fill them in. We had 12 clubs that did not have editors, and obviously they did 
not receive the BEAC packages. This is the year we make things easy-peasie for everyone. 

As of this date, December 31, 2022, we had just yet received the quote for next year’s insurance and the rate is 
the same as last year. Once you login and update your club’s profile information, you will be able to calculate the 
insurance cost and the dues cost, though the site should calculate it for you.   

The BEAC packages have been emailed out to all the listed club presidents and editors. If you did not receive 
that information, contact me directly ASAP! The submittal deadline is January 10th to receive the applications 
which must be mailed to the BEAC Chair, Lucy Jackson (see contact info last page, or email me and I’ll forward). 
Electronic submittals are not accepted. This is your club’s and members’ opportunity for recognition for your 
newsletter, articles and the like. 

WILDACRES is now open for enrollment. Information was sent out last month and is now up on the website. 
Please visit the website for further information or consult last month’s newsletter. 

Emails and other officer/website contact information has been moved to the last page of the newsletter 

so it may be removed for the web version. The purpose of this action is to minimize the potential for bots to 
extract that information for nefarious purposes damaging to the EFMLS and individuals. All contact info for officers 
and committee folks is available on the distributed version on the last page. 

EFMLS has a new newsletter editor-Dan Imel. Mary Bateman has turned over the keys and is no longer the 
point of contact for the EFMLS newsletter, though she remains in an advisory capacity to the newsletter and 
BEAC. 

Please forward any articles or information you would like included in the EFMLS newsletter, including committee 
activity reports, shows, and events to Dan’s email. Send shows and events info EFMLS webmaster and our new 
social media director for advertising on the web. Field trip reports can also be put up on the website upon my 
approval. If you are not receiving the newsletter, or you have some other complaint not specifically related to 
newsletter content, direct it to me at the EFMLS president or webmaster email. It’s likely your profile information 
needs updating, and you will be required to get your login and password set up at that time if not already set up. 
If it is another problem, such as you are not on either the editor’s or president director’s email list from the website, 
also contact me and we will figure something out. It has come to my attention that the old email distribution list 
went well beyond the club officers noted above, and we are working on cleaning up a supplemental list for 
distribution. That list has a lot of non-working emails that must be removed to prevent us from being treated like 
spam. 

I hope you saw my write-up last month on the new EFMLS member organization: Friends of Mineralogy PA 

Chapter (FM-PA), of which I am also President, and a reprint of my article on the Mount Pleasant Mills Wavellite 
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locality currently on the website. The FM-PA Symposium was a huge success and I issued 8 certificates of 

attendance for 5 CEUs to Professional Geologists including myself (�). The FM-PA has a new Facebook page 

which you may find by searching for “Friends of Mineralogy Pennsylvania”.  

The EFMLS has a new Facebook page “EFMLS Mineral Shows and Events”. Both pages (FM-PA & EFMLS) 
are administered by our new Social Media Director, Andrew Eppig, who is also President of the Central 
Pennsylvania Rock and Mineral Club (CPRMC), and me. If you would like to make a post, submit one for review. 
Field trips and show pics are of particular interest to our growing fan base. Given the importance of social media 
in our world today, I intend to have the executive board make this a permanent standing committee. If you are 
interested in being a committee member on any committee, please email me directly. 

TUCSON is coming up fast! I would like to personally invite all of you and your members to join Friends of 

Mineralogy National’s Annual Symposium at the Tucson Gem and Mineral Show, Saturday February 11, 
2023. This symposium is free in person and via zoom. We have 8 speakers including myself speaking on 
topics related to quartz. I’m giving a talk on spectacular quartz crystals found at new mines in Herkimer District of 
New York. Want to learn about Mexican (Laguna) agate, how Iris and other agates form, other cool Quartz stuff, 

join us for presentations from the world’s experts (see how I included myself in that group �). Just visit the 

website for more information. If you are a Professional Geologist, we can issue you a certificate for at least 4 
CEUs, just let us know when you register. FM-National and its chapters are pre-approved continuing education 
providers for most states that have CE requirements for PGs. FM-PA has been doing it for years. FM-PA and 
NJFM are both EFMLS member organizations. 

I am calling for volunteers to chair any of the following standing committees that have no current chair: All 
American Award, audit/review, Eastern Foundation Fund, Historian, Legal Advisory, Operating Procedures, 
Website contest, Ways & Means. All committees except the nominating committee can use volunteers. 

Right now, I need all clubs to get their website profile logins set up and update their info, pay their dues and pay 
their insurance. I expect all clubs to take care of this before the 15th of. Checks go to Barb Ringhiser at the 
Treasurer’s PO Box.  

We have a lot planned for the coming year, not the least of which is expanding the functionality and content of 
the website, working out any bugs and training member organizations to utilize the website and keep their profiles 
and show/event content current. Look for more articles on the website pertaining to field trips and collecting 
locations, potential zoom presentations open to all members, announcements for Wild Acres and the like going 
forward. We are in the business of getting our members more engaged and better informed as to the services 
and benefits available to them through the EFMLS. Feel free to reach out to me any time. 

Sincerely,  

Bill Stephens, PG. EFMLS President, Region IV RVP, Webmaster, & FM-PA President 
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PROFILE FOR OUR NEW EFMLS SOCIAL MEDIA DIRECTOR: 

ANDREW “DIRTMAN” EPPIG 

Few of our members are apt to be aware we have a new “Social Media Director” (SMD) and his name is Andrew 
“Dirtman” Eppig aka “Andrew Rockhound”.  Andrew is a very active, talented, and influential individual in the 
rockhounding world.  He is currently the newly elected President of the Central Pennsylvania Rock & Mineral 
Club, and Vice President of the Keystone Treasure Hunters.  Andrew is the recipient of the EFMLS 2022 “Each 
One Teach One” award, which recognizes leadership in education within the EFMLS.  He is also 2022 CPRMC 
& AFMS “Rockhound of the Year”.  Andrew teaches gold panning to hundreds of kids every year and has a 
remarkable outreach effort in our rockhounding community that includes his famous “Dirtman Report”. 

Andrew has been producing the geological series “Mining with Cody” and more recently the “Dirtman Report” for 
a decade. The Dirtman Report typically airs on Jeri Jones Zoom Rock Room first and are available on YouTube 
for your viewing pleasure.  You can also find them on the FM-PA Facebook Page and the EFMLS Mineral Shows 

& Events.  Andrew uses his skills to produce these 5 to10 minute videos pushed out on social media to bring 
rockhounding related geology and mining history to the lay enthusiast and it reaches a much wider audience 
outside the typical club paradigm, potentially generating new club members.  Andrew also engages with mine 
owners, geologists and influencers while filming his “Viral Live Videos”, which is how we first met at Mohawk 
Valley Mineral Mining in Sprakers, NY, a Herkimer diamond collecting site. Andrew and I have become fast friends 
since our first meeting this past summer.  He is a remarkably energetic, talented, enthusiastic, and productive 
member of our team. 

Like many of us with education and work-related talents, Andrew brings his work experience and expertise as a 
world class post production audio engineer to our ranks.  Andrew has worked with some of the biggest names in 
Hollywood including Michael Bay and Stephen Spielberg, and in industry, such as Mercedes, BMW, and the 
mainstream media including Fox and NBC. 

Andrew became an avid rockhound during his formative years, collecting rocks along the granite shores of Maine 
and the Serpentine Barrens of Baltimore, MD.  More recently he has been “ground scoring” Herkimer diamonds 
at MVMM, gold mining from Maine to Virginia, and collecting minerals & fossils with many of us at Mount Pleasant 
Mills and other locations around PA and MD.  We can always count on Andrew for live videos and thoughtful 
social media posts at all our various club field trips. 

One of my first acts as President was to create this position and appoint Andrew as our first SMD.  Andrew is the 
right person for this position at the right time.  I intend to propose to the executive board, considering the 
importance of technology in our everyday communications, that this should be a board position with a standing 
committee.  Visit our official Facebook Page “EFMLS Mineral Shows & Events” and the FM-PA Facebook page 

to see our recent social media efforts with Andrew at the helm.  Welcome Andrew and thank you for your 
enthusiastic and effective efforts as our new social media Director. 
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WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR? 
 
Was one of your New Year’s resolutions to make that trip to Wildacres this year? 
The clock is ticking, marking off the minutes and hours before the EFMLS Workshops’ 50TH year at 
Wildacres this May 15-21.  There are plenty of spaces to be filled.  If you have never been to an EFMLS 
Wildacres Workshop, this May would be an ideal time to find out why so many people rave about the 
week and return year after year. 
Wildacres is infectious!  Wildacres is a relaxing week away from the pressures of daily life and the hustle 
and bustle of car noise, blaring radios and TV’s, etc.  The retreat is in the mountains just off the Blue 
Ridge Parkway in Little Switzerland, NC.  The “noises” you hear on campus are the singing of birds, 
people laughing and talking, and perhaps the playing a musical instrument along with the hammering or 
sawing of folks creating wonderful projects in their classes.   
The cost for the week is more than reasonable at $455 per person. Where else can you get room and 
board, instruction in a class or two of your choice, great food, and a chance to learn from terrific 
instructors and an excellent “Speaker-in-Residence” for that low a cost for a week?  Add to that a chance 
to visit various locations around the beautiful countryside on mid-week Activity Day, enjoy (and bid on) 
items at an always fun auction, tailgate, etc. The fall Speaker-in-Residence will be Helen Serras-
Herman.  Helen is a world-known artist who hails from Arizona.  Read the article later in this newsletter 
with more information about Helen.  
We urge you to see what classes are being offered at EFMLS Wildacres this May and learn more about 
them.  The list appears later in this edition of EFMLS News so you can readily read about the classes 
being offered.  A registration form can be found later in the newsletter, too. We have also added this 
information on the May 2023 50th Anniversary session at Wildacres to the EFMLS Website for your 
convenience (www.efmls.org/wildacres).  
Why procrastinate?  Why not fill in the registration form and send it in today?  Class sizes are limited, 
thus students for each class are assigned on a first-come, first-assigned basis.  You definitely want to 
be assigned the class that is your first choice.  What are YOU waiting for?  Registration is now open.  
Register today! 

Wildacres Committee, Steve Weinberger, Chairman 
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WILDACRES MAY 15-21, 2023 CLASS SCHEDULE 

 
Class Instructor 1st Semester 2nd Semester 
Chainmaille Jim Hird Come be your own “Lord of the Rings.”  

Learn the ancient art of Chainmaille while 
creating jewelry using unsoldered links. 
Basic patterns will be taught using 
inexpensive copper rings as well as 
anodized aluminum, and colored rubber. 
Several patterns will be taught with 
Wildacres supplying the basic tools. I will 
also have available for your use the same 
high-grade pliers that I use. You will learn 
why just any old commercial jump rings do 
not always work in all patterns. Printed 
handouts will be provided for all patterns.  
 
Optivisors or other magnification devises 
are advised as they can be very helpful in 
working with the rings. No prior experience 
is necessary but some experience with 
using flat nosed pliers can be an 
advantage. Number of projects done by 
each student will depend upon their own 
abilities in manipulating the rings. 
 
2-day class offered the first semester. 
 
Basic price should be $50 or less for each 
semester. Total cost will depend upon how 
many projects you complete and what 
materials you choose to work with. 

Some review will be offered but the 
students will build upon their abilities 
learned in the first class. They will have the 
opportunity to do more advanced and 
additional patterns as well as working in 
more colors, gold filled, argentum, and 
mixed material rings. As in the first class 
the number of projects completed will 
depend upon the student’s mastery of the 
rings. 
 
Optivisors or other magnification devises 
are advised as they can be very helpful in 
working with the rings. 
 
2-day class offered the second semester. 
 
Basic price should be $50 or less for each 
semester. Total cost will depend upon how 
many projects you complete and what 
materials you choose to work with. 
 

Faceting Bernie Emery Faceted gemstones start out as clear 
crystals or pieces of crystals called rough 
in the gem trade. Faceting is the skill of 
taking a rough piece of gem material and 
turning it into a gemstone, with many flat 
planes or facets. The student will explore 
how to select rough for cutting. After 
selecting the rough they will evaluate it to 
get an idea of the size and dimensions for 
their gem. 
 
In the faceting class, the student will learn 
how to use a faceting machine to properly 
cut, place and polish facets, using proper 
angles and degrees, to produce a standard 
Round Brilliant Gemstone. The student will 
follow written instructions and go step-by-
step with the instructor as the stone is cut. 
 
The class will also be able to identify a well- 
cut gemstone, and understand the reasons 
why faceting enhances the appearance of 
the Stone. 
The student can expect to finish one stone 
during the length of the class.  
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Students are asked to bring an Optivisor if 
they have one. A jeweler’s Triplet Loupe 
is better suited for the class. Loupes will be 
available from the instructor for purchase if 
you don’t have one. No prior experience is 
necessary. 4-day class includes 2nd 
Semester. 
  
The cost for this class ranges from $40.00 
to $80.00 depending on the size and type 
of rough you select. 

Gem Tree Art Linda 
Boronczyk 

The first project will be designing a basic 

tree of life on a cabochon to create a 

pendant. The second project will be 

creating a whimsical weeping willow tree 

to display on a beautiful agate slice. The 

tree will have seed beads to add sparkle. 

A small display stand will be included. 

Students will have a large selection of 

colored seed beads to choose from.  

No prior experience is needed. We will be 

having fun shaping and twisting wire with 

pliers.  

 

All tools and supplies will be included.  

 

Safety glasses are recommended (not 

included with the class supplies). 

 

Estimated material cost $50. 

Class size: 6 maximum. 

We will have  fun designing a large tree of 
life to attach to an 8” x 8” shadow box. 
Gemstone chips will be added on the 
branches. You will be able to place a 
picture of your own in the shadow box, 
creating a 3-D look. 
Once again, we will be twisting and forming 
the wire into branches and roots with pliers.  
 
No prior experience is needed.  
 
All tools and supplies will be included. 
 
Safety glasses are recommended (not 
included with the class supplies).   
 
Estimated cost $50. 
Class size: 6 maximum. 

Intarsia Chuck Bruce Intarsia is the making of intricate scenic 
and/or geometric patterns using a variety 
of small stone pieces of colorful or 
otherwise interesting matrix cut to 
precision and fitted together while leaving 
no gaps between the pieces. We will be 
learning to cut and shape square or linear 
stones to create a composite stone piece 
that can be made into a cabochon.  
 
Students should bring an Optivisor. 
Prerequisite: Must have cabbing 
experience. Two-day class offered both 
semesters.  
This is a basic class. We will be using 
Diamond Pacific Genies, flat laps and 
Intarsia grinders (not faceting machines).  
 
Lab Fee: $60.00 each semester; includes 
rocks, glues for intarsia, stabilizer glues, 2-
part epoxy, mixing sticks, wax paper, 
plates, pencil and handout.  
 
Materials are provided but feel free to bring 
some of your own if you like. A start-up kit 
of basic supplies is supplied, but additional 
rocks can be purchase at a nominal cost.  

Intarsia is the making of intricate scenic 
and/or geometric patterns using a variety of 
small stone pieces of colorful or otherwise 
interesting matrix cut to precision and fitted 
together while leaving no gaps between the 
pieces. We will be learning to cut and 
shape square or linear stones to create a 
composite stone piece that can be made 
into a cabochon.  
 
Students should bring an Optivisor. 
Prerequisite: Must have cabbing 
experience. Two-day class offered both 
semesters. 
  
This is a basic class. We will be using 
Diamond Pacific Genies, flat laps and 
Intarsia grinders (not faceting machines). 
 
Lab Fee: $60.00 each semester; includes 
rocks, glues for intarsia, stabilizer glues, 2-
part epoxy, mixing sticks, wax paper, 
plates, pencil and handout.  
 
Materials are provided but feel free to bring 
some of your own if you like. A start-up kit 
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of basic supplies is supplied, but additional 
rocks can be purchase at a nominal cost.  

Mineral ID Mike Wise Students will learn the basic skills needed to 

identify a wide variety of rock-forming and 

“exotic” minerals. This class will focus on “non-

destructive” and “semi-destructive” tests that 

the beginner can use to aid in mineral 

identification. 4-day class. No prior experience 

necessary. 

 

Cost is estimated at $30 for the four days. 
A 10x loupe is highly recommended. 
If you have a mineral guide book, it may be  
helpful, but is not required. 

 

Silversmithing Richard 
Meszler 

Silversmithing – Basic.  Have fun learning 
the basics of working silver sheet and wire 
to fabricate jewelry. The projects will 
introduce you to 
annealing/bending/shaping/texturing 
metal, soldering, piercing and polishing. 
Students will receive a kit containing the 
necessary metals and supplies to 
complete these projects as well as a 
detailed written step by step description of 
each project. 2-day class offered 1st 
semester. No prior experience necessary. 
An Optivisor is recommended as well as an 
apron.  
 
The materials fee is about $70 which may 
be adjusted to accommodate the changing cost 
of metals and other materials. 

Silversmithing – Intermediate.  Continue your 

education in working with metals by doing a 

more complex project. You will learn to make 

a bezel setting & bail into which you will set a 

cabochon to make a pendant. Students will 

receive a kit containing the necessary metals 

and supplies to complete this project as well as 

a detailed written step by step description of 

each project. Prerequisite: Basic silversmithing 

experience with soldering. 2-day class offered 

2nd semester. An Optivisor and an apron are 

recommended. 

 

The materials fee is about $70 which may 
be adjusted to accommodate the changing cost 
of metals and other materials. 

Soapstone 
Carving 

Ken Valko Soapstone Carving 101  
This class will provide a general 
introduction to the carving of soapstone. 
You will develop a working knowledge of 
the material, tools, safe handling issues 
and the methods used to complete a 
carving. You will produce a simple piece 
and progress to making a more advanced 
sculpture of your choice. The development 
of your own personal style will be 
encouraged.  
 
No prior experience needed. 4-day class. 
Please bring a work apron, gloves and eye 
protection. Some may want to wear a dust 
mask. Optical magnification may help most 
folks with detail work.  
 
Semester cost estimate $30. 

Soapstone Carving 102 

This is the part when you have the basic 
skills already and you advance to a more 
advanced sculpture or hone your artistic 
skills. Skills learned in the first semester 
are required.  
 
Please bring a work apron, gloves and eye 
protection. Some may want to wear a dust 
mask. Optical magnification may help most 
folks with detail work. 
 
Semester cost estimate $30. 

Wire Wrapping Jacolyn 
Campbell 

Session I May 15-17 Beginning Wire Wrap 

Using pliers, gold-filled or sterling silver 
wire, assorted beads or gemstones, and a 
few basic wirecraft techniques, learn how 
to create your own fashion jewelry. 
Designed for beginners, participants will 
make an adjustable ring, two bracelets, a 
pendant, and two pairs of earrings.  All 
tools and materials will be provided. Tools 
and additional supplies may be purchased 
from instructor, if desired. Estimated 
materials cost: $75 (subject to precious 
metals market changes) Class size: 7 
maximum. 

Session II May 19-21 Intermediate Wire 
Wrap  
Designed for those with some experience 
(or a brave beginner), participants will 
make a fitted ring, two pairs of earrings, a 
cabochon pendant, and a bracelet. Tools 
and additional supplies may be purchased 
from instructor, if desired. Estimated 
materials cost: $95 (subject to precious 
metals market changes) Class size: 7 
maximum. 
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      2023 EFMLS Wildacres Registration 
  PLEASE, ONLY one person per form per session 

                                    Spring: May 15 – 21, 2023  

Please fill out a separate registration form for each person attending and return 
to JOHN MILLIGAN, 931 Carmichael Rd; Owego, NY 13827-3320. No registration will be 
accepted prior to January 1, 2023. (To make it easier for the Registrar and others, please do 

not change or revise this form. You may photocopy it as needed.) Please print legibly!  
 
Name (as you wish it to appear on your Name Badge):  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Street: ________________________________ City: __________________________ State: ____ Zip Code: __________ 
 
Telephone number with area code: (        )___________________ e-mail: ______________________________________ 
 

EFMLS Club/ Society Affiliation:_______________________________________________________________________ 

Fee for each session is $455.00 per person. Deposit is $225 per person, payable with Registration. 
Make checks payable to “EFMLS”. Balance of fee is due 30 days prior to start of session. 
No postdated checks will be accepted. 

Cancellation policy: If unable to attend, fees paid will be refunded if notification is given prior to one 

month before the session begins. No refund will be made after that date. 

 
Check appropriate responses: 
Have you been to Wildacres before? Yes ____ No ____ Is your Society paying your tuition? Yes ____ No ____ 
 
Name of Roommate: ________________________________________________  
Are You:      Male: ____      Female: ____                      
Are you a smoker:      Yes ____    No ____                                       (Smoking is not allowed in any building) 
 
Do you have any physical handicaps and/or special dietary needs?    Yes ____ No ____    
Do you have any sleep issues (i.e., snoring, apnea, C-PAP, etc.)?      Yes ____ No ____ 

 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions all participants are required to bring their own pillow and pillowcase to 
Wildacres and to take them home with you when you leave Wildacres. 
 
Class Pre-Registration 
See EFMLS Newsletter or Website (efmls.org/wildacres) for Class Offerings. 
You will either be able to take one 4-day class or two 2-day classes. All participants must take classes. 
Which of the classes being offered would you like to take? Please indicate at least 3 choices in order of preference for 
each semester. You will be pre-registered for classes based on your choices, but no class placement is guaranteed. 
Classes are assigned on a first received, first served basis. Should your preferred class be unavailable for any reason you 
will be preregistered for another of your choices. If no alternate class preference is indicated, we will pre-register you 
in a class of our choosing, based on availability. 

(No Registrations accepted prior to January 1, 2023) 
Mail Registration to John Milligan, 931 Carmichael Rd; Owego, NY 13827-3320 
If you have any questions, please contact either 
John Milligan, Registrar, at jmilligan@stny.rr.com or 607-201-4985 or 

Mark Kucera, Director, at mark_j_kucera@ yahoo.com or 914-423-8360 

For Office Use Only 

ID 
#_______________ 
Date 
Rec'd_________ 
Amt. Paid: 
_________ 
Ck #: 
_____________ 
Amt. Paid: 
_________ 

If yes, please explain on 

reverse side.  

         1st Semester or 4-day class choices                                                                2nd Semester 
1. _____________________________________                       1. ______________________________________ 
2. _____________________________________                       2. ______________________________________ 
3. _____________________________________                       3. ______________________________________ 
4. _____________________________________                       4. ______________________________________ 
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HELEN SERRAS-HERMAN 

2023 WILDACRES SPEAKER-IN-RESIDENCE 

 

Gem sculptor, sculptor MFA, gemologist FGA 

National Lapidary Hall of Fame 2003 Inductee 

 

 

 

Helen Serras-Herman is an acclaimed gem artist with 40 years of experience in unique gem sculpture and 
jewelry art. Her award-winning, one-of-a-kind, distinctive artwork has been exhibited world-wide and published 
in over 300 trade magazines and books. Her remarkable carved gems and vibrant contemporary jewelry are 
recognized for the selection of unusual gem materials, modern organic compositions, masterful workmanship, 
and the ability to blend the mineral world with the art world.  

Helen’s sculptural artwork and artistic jewelry collections always “tell a story” inspired by her world travels to 
mines and ancient archaeological sites, and are influenced by her current southwest surroundings and ancient 
Greek mythology. Figures and faces often take the symbolic shape of gods and nymphs. Helen is also a 
frequent article contributor to Rock & Gem magazine, Gems & Jewellery magazine published by Gem-A in 
London, the GemGuide, and the Gem Shows EZ-Guides. 

Born in New York City, Helen lived in Athens, Greece, and studied sculpture (MFA) in Berlin, Germany. She is 
also a graduate gemologist (FGA), and apprentice to the last master of the English school of Glyptic Arts. In 
2003, she was inducted into the National Lapidary Hall of Fame. In 2005, after 18 years in Maryland, Helen and 
her husband moved to Rio Rico, in Southern Arizona. 

Helen is a member of the American Gem Trade Association (AGTA), the Gemmological Association of Great 
Britain (FGA), and the Gem Artists of North America (GANA), which she served as President in 2002-2003. She 
also previously served as President of GLMS-DC (1994-1995), and has received a Lifetime Achievement Award 
from GMLS-DC (1998), the Chesapeake Gem & Mineral Society (2005), and the Rio Rico Historical Society 
(2021), which she is currently serving as President since 2019. 

You can visit her website at www.gemartcenter.com and her business Facebook page Gem Art Center/Helen 

Serras-Herman 
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What is a Club Rockhound of the Year?  
Ellery Borow 

For new and returning club officers, this is a reminder of who we are and what we do. The American Federation sponsors a 
program called the Club Rockhound of the Year (CROY). The Eastern Federation participates in this program. 

The CROY program encourages member clubs to honor the great service their members provide in support of their club. 
Club members often provide an incredible amount of support in the form of time spent, knowledge shared, and enthusiasm 
exhibited and even donating some of their collections, finds, and memorabilia to further the advancement of a clubs goals. 
Club members are amazing in their dedication to supporting this great hobby and sharing their time and energy. 

To participate in the program is easy. Simply select one (or a couple) honoree who best exemplifies the essence of serving 
your club, write up a brief description of their effort and send me the names of the honorees, the write-up, the name of the 
club and the name of the person sending us the information. 

Some of the rules – clubs may select just one (or a couple) per year. Each year 
the club may honor a new member as their CROY. A Junior member may also 
be selected each year. Clubs may select their honoree by secret ballot, by vote 
of their CROY committee, by review of the board of directors, by an informal 
discussion group, by a decision by the executive officers, or by any means a club 
may wish. 

Who may be selected as an honoree? Anyone the club decides to select – best 
refreshment cupcake maker, best show chair, best treasurer, best new member 
greeter, best program speaker, most helpful sorting the clubs warehouse stuff – 
whatever the club chooses as a criteria is fine. All the CROY committee asks is 
that the honoree exemplify the good works their members accomplish. 

Club members do amazing jobs with keeping our clubs organized and working 
well. Please consider honoring their effort. Each CROY honoree receives a 
certificate proclaiming their Club Rockhound of the Year service. Also, the 
accomplishments write-up of your honoree will appear in the pages of the AFMS 
and EFMLS newsletters. 

Participating in the CROY program is easy and brings smiles, what could be 
better. 

Contact information for the Club Rockhound of the Year program is in the back 
of this newsletter. 
 

Too Much Safety 
Ellery Borow 

Welcome to the New Year. Please make it a safe one for everybody. 

Too much safety, is there such a condition? In day to day activities we 
practice driving safety, lapidary equipment safety, first response safety, 
fire safety, mineral collecting safety, home safety, meeting safety, food 
preparation safety and more, much more. All those safety maters plus a 
myriad of additional activities in which we practice safety is quite a 
daunting list of what we must know and do to remain safe. 

To be safe we need to know a great deal of information. There is so very 
much information one might be tempted to hide under a rock to escape it 
all, but even that escape would not be safe either. What is one to do to 
be knowledgeable in all matters of safety? The answer to that question 
is clear – get help. Or, get professional help. 

There are numerous professional people out there who will gladly help us in being safe. Fire departments routinely have 
people who can help with matters of safety, the American Red Cross has people who train groups of people in safety 
techniques, many insurance companies have booklets and brochures on home safety, local and state police departments 
frequently offer community safety programs, equipment manufacturers provide detailed safety guidelines for safe operation 
of their equipment, those and many more offer very specific and professional approaches to safety. 

Not as common but available at various schools and colleges are courses of study dealing with specific matters of safety. 
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Generally, equipment manufacturers provide excellent safety instruction in the operating manuals provided with the 
machinery they offer. Manufacturers most certainly want the users of their products to be safe and have good experiences 
in that usage. If a machinery operation manual is lost or damaged a replacement copy can usually be obtained. It is important 
to know and understand safe use of the equipment we use. 

Additional sources of safety information are available in the internet. Many of those sources are of professional quality. It 
often pays to verify accuracy of some of the material available electronically. 

Getting professional safety help is easy to accomplish through the sources mentioned above. Please don’t let the daunting 
volume of safety information deter one from approaching safety matters with confidence and knowledge. When in doubt, 
please feel free to contact the experts and ask for the help they can provide. 

Your safety matters, always. It matters this year, next year, and all years to come. 
 

You collect WHAT? 
Ellery Borow 

What makes a collection of stuff suitable for display at a club gem 
show? Is the material unique, curious, well crafted, a new locality, all 
self-collected, or of some other interesting nature? Might every exhibit 
in the show follow a theme, be fossil oriented, or be a teaching style of 
case? Does an exhibit meet the criteria of the show’s exhibit 
coordinator? Is there an exhibit coordinator? There are innumerable 
ways to address these questions. 

First, what does one collect? Seen at various shows have been 
collections of white, round beach pebbles; beach stones shaped as 
hearts; “red” rocks; black minerals; railroad gravel; carving 
craftsmanship of the most exquisite form; plastic figurines of old miners 
each by a tumbled stone; micro-mounts each with a photo of the 
mineral which patrons can see without aid of a microscope; works of a 
beginner lapidary class; specialized rock collecting tools; a exhibit with 
a single large crystal. People can and do collect and display pretty 
much anything. That said, what makes an exhibit look attractive, 
organized, well-identified, informative, and the pride and joy of the 
exhibitor? 

Second, exhibitors take pride in their collections, no matter the nature of a collection. They want to have their collection be a 
shining example of what they enjoy about their hobby. They want to share their joy with the people viewing the exhibit. All 
these things – pride in the collection, enjoyment of it, and sharing the enjoyment, suggest they have a desire in making the 
effort to create an attractive display, one where people will stop and oooh and aaah at the case, where they will look at the 
case’s contents and remark to the people around them that “It is a great display!” 

Third, so, what makes a great display? To that question turn to the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies exhibiting 
guide called the Uniform Rules. The Uniform Rules are a rather large document, but contained therein are guide lines helpful 
in laying out the material in a display, what might detract from an otherwise great exhibit, what size labels would be most 
effective in communicating with people standing several feet away, where risers may be effective in highlighting some 
portions of the case. That said, within the Uniform Rules there is almost an infinite number of ways to organize an attractive 
display – no matter if it is of micro-mounts, plastic miner figurines, heart shaped stones or exquisite jewelry. 

In later articles there will be discussions and examples of the informative wisdoms in the Uniform Rules and how to find what 
one might need in them. Stay tuned. 
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SHOWS AND SWAPS 
If you would like to see your club show, swap or other public event listed here, please send your information to the 
editor by the tenth of the month preceding the event or earlier.  

March 4-5 2023 – 59th Annual Earth Science Gem and Mineral Show sponsored by the Delaware Mineralogical Society, 
Double Tree by Hilton, 4727 Concord Pike (Rt. 202), Wilmington, DE 19803, Saturday 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM, Sunday7 11:00 
AM – 5:00 PM. Seniors $5, Adults (18-59) $6, Juniors (12-17) $3, Scouts in uniform and children under 12 free when 
accompanied by a paying adult. Mineral, lapidary and fossil exhibits; raffles; children’s booth; plus dealers of minerals fossils, 
gems, jewelry and lapidary supplies. Contact Christine Verdi, 1DMS.President@gmail.com; Information and Discount 
Coupons, www.DMSrocks.org; Facebook, https://www.facebook.com/events/1270276300375569/?ref=newsfeed 

March 10-11, 2023 - 47th Annual Micromount Symposium hosted by the Leidy Micromount Society. Two Day event: Friday 
March 10, 2023, noon to 6pm & Saturday, March 11th, 2023, 9am to 6pm. Same NEW location: Advent Lutheran Church, 
45 Worthington Mill Rd, Richboro, Pa. 18954 Two Speakers: Friday- Brittany A. Cymes, Ph.D TOPIC: Microscopy of Solar 
Wind Particles Trapped in Lunar Surface Minerals. Saturday - Robert A. Carlton, Ph.D Topic: Mineral Analysis for the Micro-
Mineral Collector Table space (for two days): $25.00 & $40.00 (full table, 6ft Visitor’s Fee (no table):$5.00 Friday & $10.00 
Saturday (includes lunch) Reservations/ Admission: Make checks payable to; Don McAlarnen, 916 Senator Rd, East 
Norriton, PA 19403 (610) 584-1364 Questions: Email: donmcalarnen@outlook.com 

March 25-26, 2023 -- The 53rd Annual Che-Hanna Rock and Mineral Club will be held on March 25(9-5) and 26(10-4) at the 
Wysox Vol. Fire Hall, 111 Lake Rd., Wysox, PA. Admission adults - $3.00 , students - $1.00 , under 8 free. Contact Bob 
McGuire - 570-928-9238 uvbob1942@gmail.com 

March 25-26, 2023 - Franklin County Rock and Mineral Club Show - Venue: Eugene C. Clarke Jr Community Center, 235 
South 3rd St., Chambersburg , PA 17201 Exit 18 off I-81, West on Rt. 30, Left at 3rd Street. Saturday 10am to 5pm, Sunday 
10am to 4pm. Website: https://www.facebook.com/Franklin-County-Rock-and-Mineral-Club-1601767103396099/ 

April 1-2, 2023 - 48th Annual Show New Haven Mineral Club - Annual Gathering of Rock Hounds and Collectors - Minerals 
- Gems - Fossils – Jewelry - 21 Top Notch Dealers! Saturday 9:30AM - 5:00PM Sunday 10AM - 4:30PM, Amity Middle 
School, 100 Ohman Avenue, Orange, CT 06477 

May 15-21 -- Wildacres 2023 session. Mark your calendar. More information will be in the coming issues of EFMLS News. 

June 3-4, 2023 –Orange County Mineral Society Annual Mineral, Gem, Fossil and Jewelry Show, June 3 - 10 am to 5 pm, 
June 4, - 10 am to 4 pm. Museum Village 1010 Route 17 M, Monroe 

July 7-9, 2023 – EFMLS Annual Convention in Syracuse, NY hosted by the Gem & Mineral Society of Syracuse, NY. Mark 
your calendar now. More information will be forthcoming in 2023. 

August 3-6, 2023 – AFMS and Northwest Federation of Mineral Societies Annual Convention, Billings, Montana. 

 

 

Dealine for the February 2023 Issue of the EFMLS News is January 15, 2023. 
Send to Dan Imel (lapidry@aol.com) 

 

Dan Imel, Editor, EFMLS News 
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REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENTS (RVP’S) 
Region 1  Ellery Borow 1-207-547-3154 rocknellery@fairpoint.net 

Region 2  Cheryl Neary 1-516-449-5341 ciervo.neary@gmail.com 

Region 3  RJ Harris  roqfreq@rjharris.com 

Region 4 Bill Stephens 1-302- 540-3453 bstephens@stephensv.com 

Region 5  Open   

Region 6 Larry Huffman 1-828-612-4469 ldhuff314@embarqmail.com 

Region 7 Joe Cooper 1-706-499-9322 jcooper@hallcounty.org 

Region 8  K.C. Foster 1-561-523-4600 katrinkaper@yahoo.com 

EFMLS COMMITTEES AND CHAIRPERSONS 

AFMS ENDOWMENT FUND (1) Larry Huffman 828-612-4469 ldhuff314@embarqmail.com 

AFMS SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION (1) Steve Weinberger 410-833-7926  cscrystals2@gmail.com 

AFMS WAYS AND MEANS (1) Cheryl Neary 516-449-5341 ciervo.neary@gmail.com 

ALL AMERICAN AWARD(1) Open   

AUCTION Cheryl Neary 516-499-5341 ciervo.neary@gmail.com 

AUDIT/REVIEW Open   

BOUNDARIES (1) Open   

BUDGET AND FINANCE Bill Stephens 302-540-3453 bstephens@stephenv.com 

BULLETIN EDITORS ADVISORY (1) Lucy Jackson 631-289-2328 bnl1@optonline.net 

BYLAWS Bill Stephens 302-540-3453 bstephens@stephenv.com 

CLUB ROCKHOUND OF THE YEAR (1) Ellery Borow 207-547-3154 rocknellery@fairpoint.net 

CONSERVATION & LEGISLATION (1) Bill Stephens 302-540-3453 bstephens@stephensenv.com 

CONVENTION ADVISORY Cheryl Neary 516-449-5341 ciervo.neary@gmail.com 

CONVENTION SHOW CHAIR Cheryl Brown 315-487-6009 gmssrocks@gmail.com 

DIRECTORY Beverly Eisenacher 717-558-9487 beisenacher@comcast.net 

EACH ONE TEACH ONE AWARD Betsy Oberheim 717-469-2243 Aoberheim3@comcast.net 

EASTERN FOUNDATION FUND Open   

HISTORIAN Open   

INSURANCE COORDINATOR (Acting) Ellery Borow 207-547-3154 rocknellery@fairpoint.net 

JUNIOR ACTIVITIES (1) Betsy Oberheim 717-469-2243 Aoberheim3@comcast.net 

LEGAL ADVISORY Open   

LIBRARIAN Janice Kowalski 516-319-8883 janicekw@Hotmail.com 

LONG RANGE PLANNING Open   

OPERATING PROCEDURES Open   

PARLIAMENTARIAN RJ Harris 717-686-1600 rjharris@rjharris.com 

SAFETY(1) Ellery Borow 207-547-3154 rocknellery@fairpoint.net 

SUPPLIES Ellery Borow 207-547-3154 rocknellery@fairpoint.net 

UNIFORM RULES  Open   
WAYS AND MEANS Open   

WEBMASTER (Acting) Bill Stephens 302-540-3453 bstephens@stephenv.com 

WEB SITE CONTEST Open   

WILDCRES WORKSHOP COMMITTEE - Staff Steve Weinberger, Chair 410-833-7926  cscrystals2@gmail.com 

 Mark Kucera, Director 914-423-8360 mark_j_kucera@yahoo.com 

 John Milligan, Registrar  607-687-5108 jmilligan@stny.rr.com 

Committee Members:      Ellery Borow 207-547-3154 rocknellery@fairpoint.net 

 Pamm Bryant 804-457-4698 pjbryant6@juno.com 

 Lynne Emery  berniejem@outlook.com 

 KC Foster 561-523-4600 katrinkaper@yahoo.com 

 Jim Hird 304-448-3362 wvyooper@gmail.com 

 Val Johnson  moon@cooper.net 

Ad Hoc Members:     Helen Serras-Herman,   

 Speaker Coordinator 520-761-9907 helen@gemartcenter.com 

 Mary Bateman, Publicity 973-993-3192 mbateman1@verizon.net 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE Ellery Borow 207-547-3154  rocknellery@fairpoint.net  

Eric Hoffman    ephoffman@gmail.com  

Janice Kowalski   516-319-8883  janicekw@hotmail.com 

Carrie Meyers   717-714-5375  cmeyers8@comcast.net 

Cheryl Neary  516-449-5341  ciervo.neary@gmail.com  

Cheryl Brown   315-487-6009  gmssrocks@gmail.com 
(1) EFMLS Representative to American Federation (AFMS) committee.   Updated October 28, 2022 


