
                                

 
 

EFMLS INSURANCE UPDATE 

The term for EFMLS insurance was from November 1 of one year to October 31 of the next.  That 
has changed.  The new term runs from February 15, 2022 to February 14, 2023.  

The insurance company is presently looking at the markets and numbers to calculate the rate to be 
utilized in 2022.  As soon as the rate is determined, the accident and liability rates will be incorporated 
into the insurance renewal forms and sent to clubs.   

If all goes well, it is intended that the insurance renewal document will be available online,  printed in 
the newsletter, and e-mailed to club treasurers.  Hopefully that way every club will have options as to 
how to participation in the program.  

 

THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE NEEDS YOU 

The Federation’s Nominating Committee needs your assistance.  Normally the Nomination 
Committee’s process has six to nine months to do their work of interviews, vetting and deciding. A 
series of resignations has necessitated the compression of the election process for 2021-2022. 
Please help by offering your suggestions for the following elected positions and forwarding them to a 
member of the Nominating Committee (see the bottom of page 8 for a list and contact information for 
the current Nominating Committee): 

 President     Treasurer 

 First Vice President    Assistant Treasurer 

 Second Vice President   Editor 

 Secretary     Nominating Committee (4 members) 
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ELLERY BOROW President rocknellery@fairpoint.com 
BILL STEPHENS 1st Vice President bstephens@stephensenv.com 
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MARK KUCERA Secretary mark_j_kucera@yahoo.com 
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is granted unless otherwise reserved.   
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

There is a great deal of activity in the Eastern Federation with catching up on the business of the 
Federation.  We have an Insurance Committee doing research, a newsletter Editor just finishing the 
latest edition, a Nominating Committee getting into high gear, an audit of the books being planned, as 
well as updating and streamlining of the website being discussed, maintaining a bevy of volunteers to 
address member club questions and helping with all the committee work. 

There is more.  A few weeks ago, a friend associated with the AFMS sent a photograph to me as a 
reminder as to what all this is about.  The photograph depicted an experienced, older lapidary 
craftsperson demonstrating work on a stone grinding and polishing machine.  Around him was a small 
group of youngsters watching the work with rapt attention to what he was doing.  The image reminded 
me what all this business is about - learning, sharing, teaching and the joys and enthusiasm with all 
three. 

Whether it is teaching a lapidary class, watching a club program, attending a club field trip where 
attendees show one another their treasures and help identify the finds, so much of this hobby is about 
helping one another, showing kindness, and sharing one's joys.  In other words - making our shared 
hobby be the best it can be.  

In this season of holidays please keep in mind not just the jewelry making, specimens, fossils, and 
lapidary projects, but also the incredible people who share their passions, knowledge and friendship 
that gives our hobby its vibrance, its power, its enjoyment. 

Happy Holidays to one and all.                                                                           Ellery Borow, President 
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CLUB ROCKHOUND OF THE YEAR 

 

DIANE BECKMAN 

 
As Co-President of the New York Mineralogical Club, I nominate Diane Beckman for Club Rockhound 
of the Year.  At the beginning of the pandemic, Diane, already our Club Treasurer and acting 
President, was proactive in finding out how to use Zoom, open an account on behalf of the Club, host 
all the meetings and obtain speakers willing to present using this new platform.  As a result of her 
hard work, we have not had to cancel any of our scheduled meetings!  We have engaged highly 
popular guest speakers discussing a wide variety of topics.  She established the practice of honoring 
our speakers with sponsorship of a Mindat.org page.  
 
 
   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Each month she updates our website and newly created Facebook pages, a social media platform 
which the Club did not previously have and which she created on our behalf. She was also key in 
organizing two club field trips and our highly anticipated Club get-together at Chelsea Piers. Due in no 
small part to her efforts the New York Mineralogical Club (NYMC) has attracted many new members 
during these difficult times.  Moreover, after the untimely and sad passing of our former president and 
Bulletin Editor, Mitchell Portnoy, Diane took the helm as Editor of the Bulletin of the New York 
Mineralogical Club, winning AFMS and EFMLS Best New Editor Award for 2020.  
  
It is clear to many of us that the NYMC would not have reached its 135th year if not for Diane's hard 
work and creativity during these past two years since the loss of our beloved President, Mitch, and 
the devastating impact on all of us, of a once-in-a-century pandemic. I greatly enjoy working together 
with her and wish to express our deep gratitude on behalf of the NYMC for her unfailing care and 
service to our Club.  
  

Submitted by:  Anna Schumate, Co-president, New York Mineralogical Club 
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Club Rockhound of the Year (Continued from page 3) 

THE MANY 

With a new year approaching, now is the last opportunity to participate in the AFMS Club Rockhound 
of the Year program for 2021.  Honorees must be received by December 30 to be considered for 
2021 Club Rockhound of the Year.  Any honorees received after December 30 will be considered for 
2022 Club Rockhound of the Year.  

Time upon time I hear of the outstanding, dedicated, and engaging volunteers we have in our 
clubs.  It is not just certain large clubs but in all clubs that there appears to be no shortage of 
dedicated volunteers.   Wonderful club members are everywhere.  

The stories are all the same and all different.  They are the same in that the energy level is high, the 
attitude is great, the determination is unbounded.  They are all different in that the energy, attitude 
and determination are devoted to a thousand different things - field trips, editing, meeting greeting, 
program giving, show chairing, etc.  Outstanding effort is everywhere.  

Does your club have one, two, five, 25 or more dedicated and outstanding volunteers?  All dedication 
is worthy of recognition, so why not acknowledge it in the Club Rockhound of the Year 
program.  Please considering sharing their stories of dedication by making them your CROY honoree 
in 2021. 

Here are the guidelines for participation in the CROY program.   After your club selects a person to 
honor, put together a brief write-up of their effort, send the write up to me and we will ensure that your 
honoree is mentioned in the pages of the AFMS and EFMLS newsletters.  Please keep the write-up 
to about 70 words.  The limit is one person (or a couple) per year per club, please.  Also, one junior 
member may be honored per club per year.  Next year your club will have a new opportunity to honor 
another outstanding volunteer in your club.  In addition to the write up we will need the honorees 
name(s), name of club and person submitting the name.  Send us the information and we will do the 
rest.  I can be contacted at rocknellery@fairpoint.com.  

Please thank your members who do their best in serving your club.  They don’t do it for the 
thanks.  But thanking them is a       mighty nice gesture. 

           Ellery Borow, Chairman  

COMMUNICATION TALK 

"Communications" are being revised so that member clubs, and the general public can directly 
contact all EFMLS executive officers, regional officers, and committees - no middlemen, no delays, 
no distraction.   This will enable transparency, efficiency and speed with the two-way communication 
needed in a modern organization.  

The Eastern Federation is an all-volunteer organization with real people, real lives, real jobs, and real 
schedules so communication should be a mix of EFMLS e-mail addresses, personal e-mail 
addresses and, yes, phone numbers, to make use of the best, most efficient means of reaching one 
another.  
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In editions of the EFMLS News there will be revised listings of officers and committees and their 
direct contact information.  Clubs will be encouraged to communicate directly with whoever they need 
to reach.  Have a safety question - contact the safety committee chair.  Have a question for the 
EFMLS News Editor - contact the Editor directly.  Have a question for the President - contact the 
President directly.   Specific to club communications will come from the Federation Secretary, from 
the Editor in the EFMLS News, from the Bulletin Editors Advisory Committee, or Webmaster.  The 
goal is that Communication will be transparent, efficient and accurate. 

Please check and take advantage of the resources of the EFMLS.  The greatest resource of the 
Federation is the knowledge base and helpfulness of its member clubs and volunteers.  Again, the 
Federation is an assembly of almost 100 clubs - our communicating with one another is what makes it 
work.  The better the communication, the better it works to benefit us all.  

Please check the EFMLS News, website, and look for detailed e-mailings for new happenings. 

Ellery Borow, President 

  

 

 
Our thoughts, prayers and condolences continue to be with the grieving loved ones and friends of 
those who have lost the battle with their lives to the coronavirus and its variants.  

 

 

SAFETY 
 

Safety Matters –  Water 
 

Water is an important item to bring on a dig or field trip.  The first reason for that is to stay hydrated 
for one's health and well-being.  

 Another important use of water is to give specimens a wash.  As bringing big five-gallon buckets of 
water to a collecting site is often not an option, there are clever means to do field washing.  Some 
localities have water on site -- puddles, creeks, low spots in the mine workings, even rainy days can 
offer some sources of water.  With all of these there are inherent risks.  Puddles can be 
contaminated, creeks can have slippery rocks and embankments, mine workings can have 
dangerously steep and deep pits, collecting in the rain can make everything slippery.  So, what is one 
to do? 
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One controllable source of cleaning water is to bring a source with you.  Gallon jugs, spray bottles, 
even small nasal spray bottles can be used to apply a bit of water to clean a specimen.  One favorite 
water container is to re-use empty plastic yellow mustard squeeze bottles.  The yellow bottle is easy 
to see at the dig because of its bright color.  

One caution to note when reusing one-gallon jugs.  Please note on them what water is safe for 
drinking and what is not. And, be sure not to leave them behind. 

 Your safety matters, please use water responsibly. 

Ellery Borow, AFMS Safety Committee 

  

VISIT A SHOW OR SWAP 
 

Editor’s Note:  If you are considering attending any of the events listed below, not marked 
cancelled nor postponed, please check with the contact listed before leaving home.  The  
Coronavirus (COVID-19) has forced many clubs to either postpone or cancel regularly 
scheduled events which include meetings, shows, swaps, etc.  Not all postponement dates 
have been re-scheduled.   
 
March 5-6, 2022 -  58th Annual Gem, Mineral and Fossil Show, sponsored by the Delaware 
Mineralogical Society.  Double Tree by Hilton Hotel, 4727 Concord Pike (Route 202), Wilmington, DE.  
Adults $6, Seniors $5, Juniors $4, children under 12 and scouts in uniform free with an adult.  March 
5 – 10:00 AM-5:00 PM, March 6 -  11:00 AM–5:00 PM.  Info and discount ticket:  www.DMSrocks.org.   
 
March 26-27, 2022 -  Che -Hanna Rock & Mineral Club 2nd Annual Show.  Wysox Volunteer Fire Co. 
Social Hall, 111 Lake Road, Wysox, PA.  March 26 – 9:00 AM-5:00PM, March 27 – 10:00 AM – 4:00 
PM. Adults $3, Students $1. 
 
March 26-27, 2022 - Western Mass. Mineral, Jewelry & Fossil Show, sponsored by the Connecticut 
Valley Mineral Club, Castle of Knights Meeting and Banquet House, 1599 Memorial Drive, Chicopee, 
MA. (2 miles off of Mass Turnpike) Admission $5, Children 12 and under free with paid adult.  Scouts  
in uniform free. Door Prize Drawings and Exhibits.  March 26 - 9:30 am to 5 pm and March 27 - 9:30 
am to 3:30 pm.   
 
If you would like to see your club show, swap or other public event listed here, please send 
your information to the editor by the tenth of the month preceding the event.   

 

USEFUL FACTS ?… 
 
A bicycle cannot stand on its own because it is two-tired. 
 
A backwards poet writes inverse. 
 
Bakers trade bread recipes on a knead to know basis. 

Carl Phillips, EFMLS News, June 2002, page 15 
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Useful Facts? (Continued from page 6) 

The first product to have a barcode was Wrigley’s gum. 
 
The king of hearts is the only king in a deck of cards without a mustache. 
 
It is possible to lead a cow upstairs, but not downstairs. 
 
A Boeing 747’s wingspan is longer than the Wright brothers’ first flight. 

EFMLS News, December 2003, page 7 

 

COMING IN THE JANUARY 2022 ISSUE 

 
Updates on insurance, dues, elections and Wildacres. 
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REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENTS (RVP’S) 

 
Region 1  Ellery Borow  1-207-547-3154  rocknellery@fairpoint.net 
Region 2 Cheryl Neary  1-516-449-5341  ciervo.neary@gmail.com 
Region 3 Carrie Meyers  1-717-314-5375  cmeyers8@comcast.net 
Region 4 Bill Stephens  1-302- 540-3453 bstephens@stephenv.com 
Region 5 Open    
Region 6 Larry Huffman  1-828-612-4469  ldhuff314@gmail.com 
Region 7 Joe Cooper  1-706-499-8322  jcooper@hallcounty.org 
Region 8  K.C. Foster  1-561-968-5287  katrinkaper@yahoo.com 

 
EFMLS COMMITTEES AND CHAIRPERSONS 

 
AFMS ENDOWMENT FUND (1)  Larry Huffman  828-612-4469  ldhuff314@embarqmail.com  
AFMS SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION (1)  Steve Weinberger  410-833-7926     cscrystals2@gmail.com  
AFMS WAYS AND MEANS (1)   To be appointed 
ALL AMERICAN AWARD(1)   Open 
AUCTION     Cheryl Neary  516-499-5341  ciervo.neary@gmail.com 
AUDIT/REVIEW    Open 
BOUNDARIES (1)    Cyndy Hummel  919-779-6426  mchummel@mindspring.com 
BUDGET AND FINANCE   Ellery Borow  207-547-3154  rocknellery@fairpoint.com 
BULLETIN EDITORS ADVISORY (1)  Open 
BYLAWS     Open  
CLUB ROCKHOUND OF THE YEAR (1)  Ellery Borow  207-547-3154  rocknellery@fairpoint.com 
CONSERVATION & LEGISLATION (1)  Bill Stephens  302-540-3453  bstephens@stephensenv.com 
CONVENTION ADVISORY   Cheryl Neary 
CONVENTION SHOW CHAIR   Open 
DIRECTORY    Open 
EACH ONE TEACH ONE AWARD  Betsy Oberheim  717-469-2243  Aoberheim3@comcast.net 
EASTERN FIELD TRIP ALIANCE (EFTA)  Open 
EASTERN FOUNDATION FUND  Open 
HISTORIAN    Alan Holmes  781-447-1174  maverick323839@comcast.net 
INSURANCE COORDINATOR   Ellery Borow (Acting) 
JUNIOR ACTIVITIES (1)   Betsy Oberheim  717-469-2243  Aoberheim3@comcast.net 
LEGAL ADVISORY    Open 
LIBRARIAN    Janice Kowalski  516-319-8883  janicekw@Hotmail.com 
LONG RANGE PLANNING   Open 
OPERATING PROCEDURES   Open 
PARLIAMENTARIAN   RJ Harris   
SAFETY (1)    Ellery Borow  207-547-3154  rocknellery@fairpoint.com 
SUPPLIES     Alan Holmes  781-447-1174  maverick323839@comcast.net 
UNIFORM RULES (Acting)   Barbara Sky  636-207-8766  bskysky@aol.com 
WAYS AND MEANS    Open  
WEBMASTER       Heather Shields      
WEB SITE CONTEST    Open 
WILDCRES WORKSHOP COMMITTEE  Steve Weinberger, Chair 410-833-7926     cscrystals2@gmail.com  
     KC Foster   561-968-5287  katrinkaper@yahoo.com 
     Ken Valko  304-436-8032  sssoapstone@yahoo.com 
     Mark Kucera, Director 914-432-8360  mark_j_kucera@yahoo.com  
     Suzie Milligan, Registrar  607-687-5108  smilligan@stny.it 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE   Matt Charsky  703-522-7415  matt2430@comcast.net 
     Betsy Oberheim  717-469-2243  Aoberheim3@comcast.net 
     Bob Livingston  315-446-4505  gemguy@Verizon.net 
 

 

(1) EFMLS Representative to American Federation (AFMS) committee.   Page Updated December 1, 2021 
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