Jim Wheaton

1927 – 2011
Carrying more than his share for most of his life, Jim Wheaton bore his
load well. His dozer and his family kept him digging one way or another
for most of his life. When he unearthed a mastodon, it was a great
learning experience for the Wheatons and those who got to hear the
story. Many school children got an up close view of bones many would
have never seen thanks to Jim & Marion’s presentations. The State
Museum cares for this specimen today since the household down-sized
a few years ago. Reviewing his collection with his family brought
comforting pleasure to Jim in the last couple of months. He passed just
past midnight on 8/1/11. Calling hours will be held at the Young Funeral
Home 4025 Ridge Rd. Williamson, NY 14589 on Monday, 8/8/11 from
5PM - 7PM. Family requests no flowers at this time. Marion could use
her friends though. Well wishes & prayers should be sent to 168
Salzburg Village, Linz Bld. #9, Palmyra, NY 14522 or call 315-5024262.

President’s Message…
7-17-11 This morning was unique. When they closed the casino, I was several hundred up and feeling better than
earlier when Bill & I had to bury my 14 year old dog Zeke. He was my protector and
friend so the tears haven’t quite gone away for long yet. Distraction is a tool I use
on a regular basis to help me deal with physical pain. If you concentrate on
something with enough focus, you can’t think about the pain. This is how I intended
to deal with my emotional pain last night. Watching the Red Wings game, eating
the special Latino menu and visiting with family helped ease things but the
heartache didn’t go away entirely. Gaming can have the same effect so I stopped at
the Finger Lakes Casino & Racetrack on the way home to get lost in the noise,
excitement and communal frivolity that goes on there which served the purpose.
The machines paid off well and the diet colas fueled Patty Night Nurse until they
closed the facility. Out in the parking lot, a strange meteor streaked through the atmosphere for approximately 4
seconds. It was colorful, bright and changed from a yellow streak to blue and green at the end. How I would love to
know what THAT was made of. The full moon illuminated the sky and the lights of the parking lot did nothing to
wash out this viewing. Talk about an emotional roller coaster of a day. I’ve just finished reporting my sighting to
the American Meteor Society at http://www.amsmeteors.org/ where I learned some things to observe when we see
these things in the future. Relative brightness is something I hadn’t thought about. i.e. “Is it brighter than the full
moon?” Directional identification is assisted with their maps, elevation prompts, and line of questions. Hopefully
enough sightings will be reported so this celestial tribute to Zeke will make the books. When you’re so low you
can’t look down, you can always look up. I’m glad I did.
Pat
P.S. Since I wrote that piece, we’ve lost Jim Wheaton - a long standing member and friend. In addition to our joys,
our sufferings and grief are never too far in the distance. Please join us to talk, visit and enjoy the company we
have this month. Celebrate life with food, rocks, trading and sharing on August 21st at Linda & Les Schmidtgall’s
home. Please bring a dish to pass. Linda’s been working hard on collecting and organizing her stones and wants to
show them off! Our next regular monthly meeting will occur on Sept. 9th at the Park Presbyterian Church with
Stephanie Mason – newly accredited Master of Geology. We’ll be in touch soon. Pat & Bill

This one didn’t make it
home from Canada.
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275 Miles to Bancroft
Some roads are harder than others but our
camping buddies weathered this bearing
failure with calm and a lot of extension
cords. A couple of hours later, with a new
bearing and the assist of some new friends
Mike Lowery and Chris Pullen from the
Proville Co. LLC, repairs were
accomplished and the collecting team back
on their way.

Pulling into the Bancroft Campgrounds,
the team was met by our fearless leader –
Dave Millis - who not only caught a large
pike that day but cooked it and expertly
prepared dinner for our campers when
they arrived. Culinary lesson #1 taught us
that sometimes it is OK to double dip – at
least when you’re preparing fish for the
pan. Yummm!
Fluoricterite, calcite with apatite crystals,
pink feldspar, pink druzy covered with red
hematite swirls and more were collected on
this 5-day excursion to Bancroft Ontario. We
learned to look for the tightenite and
hornblend at East Bear Lake by digging
under the calcite found there. Sapphires were
found but at the cost of hiking up and down
numerous mounts and finally a 50-foot
vertical. A true challenge for our half of the
team but everyone got in and got out.
Nothing a few Alleve and a couple of days
rest won’t cure.
3

275 Miles Continued…

The wet spring delayed the hatching of the dragon flies unfortunately. Mosquitoes and black
flies teamed to form their own ring of fire when your socks didn’t come up high enough. And if
you think the HOT weather doesn’t go that far north – you’re wrong.

Teamwork and the right tools make any project an enjoyable one.
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Bring a dish. Bring a friend. Bring a rock or two.
It’s been a long time since we’ve seen you. Lots to catch up on.
So bring your favorite dish to share, a couple of lawn chairs & your photos.
Anyone have a table to loan? Let Linda know.
1267 Wiley Rd. Savannah [not the one in Georgia…]
1 mile south of Savannah off State Route 31
Go past the John Deere place and it’s the next right.
RSVP to Linda at 315-365-2448
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Wayne County

Gem & Mineral Club, Inc.
Meetings held 2nd Friday of each month

August 2011 – picnic at Linda’s - no meeting

Mini-Miner Program at 6:30 P.M.
Regular Program & meeting at 7:00 P.M. at
Park Presbyterian Church
Maple Court, Newark, NY 14513

6-7 Sat & Sun Waterville, ME 41st Annual Mid-State Gem & Mineral

WEBSITE: www.wcgmc.org

10-13 Wed – Sat Canandaigua NY - Visit the Pageant of Steam where

Organized: 1973 Incorporated: 1976
Objective: To stimulate interest in earth sciences,
collecting, classification of minerals, & in the art of
gem cutting.
Fiscal Year: Oct. 1 to Sept. 30
Dues: Due Oct. 1st.
Juniors or students [18 yr.> w/o parent in club] $10.00
Single Adult [over 18 years old] $15.00
Family Membership [includes 2 adult votes & kids] $20.00
Send dues to WCGMC
PO Box 4, Newark, NY 14513
st

th

Affiliated with the American Federation of
Mineralogical Societies [A.F.M.S.] www.amfed.org
The Eastern Federation of Mineralogical
& Lapidary Societies [EFMLS] www.amfed.org/efmls
The Eastern Field Trip Alliance [E.F.T.A.] www.efta.biz

Show Water-Oak Gem and Mineral Society (ME) Mount Merici School,
152 Western Ave., Contact: Ellery Borow @ 207-547-3154
Bill runs the sluice, Jerry has everything under the sun and some of our
members are offering jewelry, specimens and fellowship.
http://www.pageantofsteam.org/index.php

16 Tues. WCGMC Dig – Alden Meet at Dollar General Parking Lot in
Alden at 9 AM. Collect pyrite and pyritized fossils. Contact Bill Chapman
at 607-868-4649 for sign up and info.

21 Sun – Savannah - club picnic at Linda Schmidtgall’s house .
We’re invited to break bread & checkout Linda’s newly organized garden rock
collection. Location: 1237 Wiley Rd. Savannah. Please bring a dish to pass and
RSVP to Linda at 315-365-2448 or e-mail her at lees@tds.net so we know how
many to plan for. Thanks!

27 Sat. EFTA Dig - Power's Farm: during the St. Lawrence County
Mineral's Club's 45th Annual Show in Madrid, NY. Meet at the
Madrid Community Center, State Hwy. 345, leaving the show site at
9:00. For more information, please contact William deLorraine, 315287-4652 or wdellie@verizon.net. Show info:
http://www.stlawrencecountymineralclub.org/

WCGMC - Always looking For New Places to Dig!

